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ISLAMABAD, Oct. 28: Exten- 
sion of the temporary ceasefire 
agreement by three months con- 
tinued to be the major contentious 
issue on the 9th day of the third 
round of inter-Tajik peace talks 
here today. '.'..< ' 

I Jnited Nations Secretary-Gen- 
eral's Special Envoy on Tajikistan 
Romero Piriz Ballon who is con- 
ducting the talks told correspon- 




Afghan leaders 
world aid for 




HERAT (Afghanistan), Oct. 21: 
The" governors of two provinces of 
Afghanistan Herat and Qandhar 
on Thursday, appealed to the 
world to extend their helping hand 
for. re-construction of war-torn 
Afghanistan with the same spirit 
with which they cooperated and 
supported Afghans in their cru- 
sade against Soviet Union. 
During a visit of high-powered 
delegation led by Federal Interior 
Minister of Pakistan Gen. (Retd) 
Naseerullah Babar and compris-. 
ing ambassadors of USA, UK? 
China, South Korea, Spain and 
Italy and one UN representative to 
Herat and Qandhar (Afghanistan), 
(uwemor Herat, Gen. Muhammad 
Ismail and Governor Qandhar Mr. 
Ciul Agha Sherazi, in their respec- 
tive provincial seats, drew the at- 
tention of the delegation towards 
the plight of the Afghan people. 
^Governor Herat, in a reception 
lor t the delegation, said that the 
Afghan nation was grateful to all 
ttiose nations which extended 
supjx>rt and assistance to Afghans 
against their crusade against 
Communists invaders though, he 
added, more than 60 per cent Af- 
ghanistan" was turned into ruins 
but we did not feel sorry ' as we 
accomplished our goal to kick 
Communists out of our homeland. 
u — ■ 



However, he maintained the civil 
war has not yet come to an end as 
they are still fighting against the 
remnants of Communists and their 
evils. He added that Afghanistan 
with such a massive destruction, 
needed even more support from 
brotherly countries for-reconstruc- 
tion of the country and rehabilita- 
tion of the people. 

A small Russian bomb used to 
destroy whole of village and thou- 
sands of villages have been de- 
molished by their bombardment 
during war. 

He maintained that we were of- 
fered every kind of ammunition 
during war and now we should be 
offered every kind of financial and 
technical assistance to build our 
homeland anew. 

Gen. Muhammad Ismail reiter- 
ated time and again that there was 
complete peace in the south-west 
of Afghanistan and life had turned 
to normalcy. He added that the 
delegation who had a round of 
Herat city, had noted that people 
were living in peace. 

He maintained that due to politi- 
cal stability in the south-west part 
of Afghanistan which was gate- 
way to Central Asia, re-construc- 
tioh work could be initiated and 
completed without any hindrance 
and complexity. 



dents tonight that the talks would be asked to sign a protocol for 
be held for one day more, to over- setting up a joint commission to 
come this and couple of other monitor the ceasefire, 
contentious issues. He said the main text of the 

"We arc planning to conclude protocol had been drafted and the 
the third round tomorrow noon" he only thing on which the rival par- 
said during the dinner-break in the ties Were stuck was its annexure 
parleys, adding that he was hope- dealing with supplies to the con- 
t'd that an agreement would be tingents of the opposition based 
reached on the extension of the inside the Tajik territory. This 
ceasefire agreement. Once this question of supplies, according to 
hurdle was crossed the Tajik gov- him. was a thorny issue. The an- 
ernment and the Opposition would nexure would lay down conditions 

under which the supplies would 
be despatched to the opposition 
contingent (soldiers). 

It had been decided that Ishk- 
mish border post in the autono- 
mous province of Gomo Badak- 
shan neighbouring Afghanistan 
would be the point where the op- 
i position would send its supplies 
like food, medicines, clothing etc. 
to its soldiers. Members of the. 
joint commission helped by UN 
observers would check the quan- 
tity and other contents of these 
goods. The border post would be 
o|->ened for this purpose after every 
1 5 days, he said. 

Asked if it was true to infer from 
his statement that after the con- 
clusion of extension of ceasefire 
agreement by three months tomor- 
row the two sides would sign the 
protocol for setting up the joint 
commission, Mr. Ballon replied in 
the affirmative, qualifying it to the 
reaching of the agreement. 

10/29 
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Communists are still in the 
country and trying to create prob- 
lems for the peaceful people, he 
said. But, added, we .have col- 
lected arms from the people, there- 
fore there is no chance for further 
fighting. Gul Agha Sherazi, Gov- 
ernor of Qandhar, who received 
the delegation at Qandhar Airport 
confirmed that this part of Af- 
ghanistan is peaceful. 

He maintained that the people 
have fed up by the war and now 
want to rebuild their country. He 
added that the re-construction of 
Afghanistan is a big task and can ~ 
not be resolved by any single 
country, therefore all. the friendly 
countries should step forward to 
help us to meet the challenge of 
re-construction. 

The delegation, including repre- 
sentatives of Pakistan Railways, 
Pakistan Telecommunication Cor- 
poration, National Highway 
Authority and WAPDA, visited 
both the provinces and went to the 
graves of "unknown soldiers" who 
were martyred by Communist re- 
gime bombing in Herat and of- 
fered Fateha. 

Interior Minister also took along 
a donation of medicines for the 
two provinces which was deliv- 
ered accordingly. — APP 

October 22, 1994 " 
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Large Battle on Tajik- 
Afghan Border 



About 250 Tajik Mujahideen 
crossed from Afghanistan to attack 
Russian troops stationed near the 
Tajik-Afghan border. The mid- 
August attack led to more than five 
hours of fierce fighting and 
marked the largest border clash so 
far this year. At least 50 of the 
Mujahideen were killed in the battle. 
The fighting also left seven Russian 
soldiers dead and 13 wounded. At- 
tacks in the weeks following the 
raid led to more Russian casualties 
including the death of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Akhtem Nasibullin on 
Aug. 30. The Russians have main- 
tained a large force along 
Tajikistan's border with Afghani- 
stan since they supported a 1992 
communist takeover of the Tajik 
government and forced Islamist 
and pro-democracy groups into ex- 
ile in Afghanistan. The Tajiks have 
since used northern Afghanistan 
as a staging area for raids into 
Tajikistan where the Islamists 
maintain low-level resistance 
against the government. After their 
victory in the civil war, the Tajik 
communists outlawedall opposition, 
banned anti-government media and 
restricted all forms of political op- 
position. Tajik President Emomali 
Rakhmonov recently postponed 
elections for president and parlia- 
ment which were supposed to be 
held on Sept. 25. $/g. 



Dozens Killed in 
Rocket Attacks on 
Kabul 



Foes of Afghan President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani fired more 
than 200 rockets on Kabul between 
Aug. 26 and Aug. 28 killing nearly 
50 people and destroying numerous 
houses. The fierce attacks led 
Rabbani to threaten to bomb the 
bases and civilian areas held by his 
opponents Abdul Rashid Dustom 
and Gulbuddin Hekmetyar. While 
jets controlled by Rabbani have of- 
ten bombed the Charasyabbase since 
the present round of fighting erupted 
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I Postal service revived i 

Postal services between \ 
Afghanistan and the outside world | 
which had remained suspended j 
since in January 1, was resumed on ( 



* with the same old stamps 



Tajikistan Calls on 
Opposition to Return 
For Elections 



to 

the Islamic opposition scattered 
throughout the ex-Soviet Union and 
Central Asia to come home in time 
to take part in Nov. 6 presidential 
elections and a referendum on a 
new constitution. The elections had 
originally been scheduled for Sept. 
25. Head of state, Imamali 
Rakhmonov, issued an appeal 
promising press and other free- 
doms to opposition groups de- 
feated in a 1992 civil war. Most of 
the opposition fled to Afghanistan 
where they have maintained cross- 
border attacks on the forces of 
Rakhmonov, a former communist 
with support from Russia and 
neighboring Uzbekistan. Rakh- 
monov's statement said that ending 
the border fighting was necessary 
for him to keep his promises. 
More than 25,000 Russian troops 
are stationed in Tajikistan to 
protect the country from raids 
from Afghanistan. 9/^2 



on January 1 , it was the first time the 
K^bul administration had threatened 

to bomb even civilian areas. A U.N. 
mission led by former Tunisian for- 
eign minister Mahmoud Mestiri is 
planning to call a joint meeting of 
the different Afghan factional lead- 
ers to discuss peace proposals. The 
Organization of Islamic Conference 
also has sent a separate peace mis- 
sion to try to end the fighting in 

AfghaniS ' an - 1 Sep. 8, 1994 
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The post will be flown from | 
Kabul to Delhi by Ariana Afghan ^ 
Airline. | 
A protocol in this regard has ( 
been signed between Ariana and the ^ 
Ministry of Communication of the 
ISA. 

The resumption of postal ser- 
vices with the outside world is a 
positive development. 



Key Afghan City 
Seized by Opposition 



Forces loyal to Afghan Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani con- 
firmed that they had lost the strate- 
gic northern town of Khenjan to 
their opponents in early September. 
Troops loyal to a former Communist 
general, Rashid Dostum, took the 
town of Khenjan, which is located 
on the main highway about 100 
miles north of Kabul, after several 
hours of heavy fighting on Sept. 8. 
The fall of the town was a set back 
for the President who has scored a 
number of victories against the 
alliance of the Dostum and 
Gulbuddin Hekmetyar forces in 
recent weeks. The capture of 
Khenjan and later advances by the 
opposition brought the Salang tun- 
nel and the important government 
garrison of Jabal-us-Saraj in range 
ofoppositionartillery. Jabal-us-Saraj 
is the headquarters of Rabbani's 
strongest military leader, Ahmed 
Shah Massoud. The fall of Khenjan 
also deprives Rabbani's forces of 
the use of a new road they had 
opened to bring goods from Central 
Asia through Sherkan Bandar on 
the northern border. Meanwhile 
heavy fighting was reported around 
Kabul. Government air strikes 
against opposition positions on the 
outskirts of the Afghan capital 
took place in mid-September lead- 
ing to an intense exchange of 
rocket and artillery fire. 

Sep. 22, 1994 
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Central Asian Border War 
Stirs Afghan Memories in Russia 



Bloody 



Moscow Sends Thousands of Troops to Contain T&jik Uprising 



By Lee Hockstader 

Washington Port Foreign Service 



DUSHANBE, Tajikistan 

Salekha Nurova stood at the 
gates of the bread factory 
and wept. 
Nurova, a 55-year-old retired 
janitor, hadn't received her pension 
in months, tfungry and exhausted, 
she waited outside the factory with 
a few dozen other people, hoping 
against hope that someone might 
sell or toss her a scrap. But be- 
tween Nurova and the ovens bak- 
ing fresh loaves of wheat bread 
were soldiers of Russia's 201st 
Motorized Rifle Division, on guard 
24 hours a day. 

No unruly mob would storm this 
bread factory. 

The guards at the factory are 
among 25,000 Russian-led troops 
keeping the lid on this uneasy, pen- 
niless former Soviet republic. At 
the same time, they are fighting a 
nasty border war against perhaps 
5,000 tough anti-government guer- 
rillas along Tajikistan's rugged 
southern frontier with Afghanistan. 

The war, Tajikistan's plight and 
Russia's role in a Central Asian 
country that was once the south- 
ernmost point of the Soviet empire 
have largely escaped notice in the 
West. But this remote mountainous 
nation of 5.5 milllion is becoming 
harder to ignore. Russian army of- 
ficers and observers say their coun- 
try's involvement here could turn 
into a second Afghanistan— a repe- 
tition of Moscow's disastrous inter- 
vention there in the 1980s, which 
the old Soviet government said 
cost 15,000 lives. 

Landlocked, distant and fringed 
with some of Asia's highest peaks, 
Tajikistan is miles from nowhere, a 
land in which fanatical hunters stalk 
Marco Polo sheep for their magnifi- 
cent, six-foot-long curlicue horns. 
Even for many Russians, Tajik- 
istan's poverty and violence are 
wildly remote — as far from Mos- 
cow as Brazil is from Florida. 

Last year, however, Tajik rebels 
and their militant Islamic allies op- 
erating from bases in Afghanistan 
killed 26 Russian border guards in 
a single raid; one sergeant was de- 
capitated. This year Russia has 
beefed up its military contingent 



and border guards here modern- 
ized their weaponry. Today, there 
are more Russian-led ground 
forces in Tajikistan than in any oth- 
er former Soviet republic outside 
Russia itself. 

. The Russian buildup is causing 
political tremors at home. Military 
officials and some nationalist-lean- 
ing politicians insist that Tajik- 
istan's 665-mile border with Af- 
ghanistan is also the true frontier 
of Russian interests— and has been 
since the Russian conquest m the 
19th century. If Tajikistan comes 
under Iranian or Afghan influence, 
they say, the Muslim peoples of the 
other four former Soviet republics 
in Central Asia could be next. 

In this domino theory, Tajikistan 
has become the key tile, and Rus- 
sian leaders are determined to 
keep it as a buffer against the men- 
ace of Islamic fundamentalists, opi- 
um lords, gun runners and other 
sources of instability from the 
south. Some senior army officers 
have vowed that Russian troops 
will remain in Tajikistan forever. 

"The Islamic threat is there, im- 
posed from the outside first and 
foremost," said Albert Chernyshov, 
the Russian deputy foreign minis- 
ter responsible for Central Asia. 



Russian officials contend, and 
Western diplomats agree, that the 
immediate enemy— Tajik rebels 
operating from Afghanistan— are 
assisted by Muslim mercenaries, 
money and weapons— mostly from 
Afghanistan but also provided by 
Islamic sympathizers in Iran, Saudi 
Arabia, Pakistan and Algeria. 

"To put it very simply, we will 
fight all those who try to cross the 
border illegally," said Lt. Gen. Ana- 
toly Chechulin, the square-faced 
commander of Russian border 
forces in Tajikistan. "There is no 
threat of a change in power by mili- 
tary means." 

But some Russians say the Is- 
lamic threat is overstated and are 
concerned that the country is being 
drawn into another black hole as 
deep as Afghanistan. The misgiv- 
ings are fanned by the nature of 
Tajikistan's government, a clannish 
group of former communists who 
have shed the old label but not the 
habits of autocracy, centralization 
and repression. 

"Whom are our troops defending 
in Tajikistan at the cost of the lives 
of Russian boys?" the Moscow 
News asked last week, then an- 
swered: "The communist regime in 
Dushanbe," the Tajik capital. 

Partly because of the war, Tajik- 
istan's economy has crumbled. Even 
by the pathetic standards of most 
former Soviet republics, this country 
may rank as the most destitute. 

Back in the Soviet era, Tajikistan 
was thoroughly Third World, its 



Population: 55 'A&to I 

Area: 55,251 square miles 
(slightly smaller than Illinois) 

GNP (per capita): $480 

Ethnic breakdown: 

62% Tajik 
23% Uzbek 
8% Russian 

Displaced people: 650,000, 
of whom 100,000 are in 
Afghanistan 



SOURCES: The Soros Foundation. 
The Europa World Year Book 1994 



TAJIKISTAN AT A GLANCE 




BY BRAD WYE — THE WASHINGTON POST 



12 



agriculture devoted largely to satis- 
fying Russia's need for cotton. To- 
day, the cotton crop is failing, and 
the country's modest industrial 
base is dead or dying. Three- 
quarters of the 400,000 ethnic 
Russians who lived here during the 
final Soviet years, many of them 
trained professionals and techni- 
cians, have left the country. For- 
eign investment is a pipe dream. 

In the countryside, where 75 
percent of the population lives, 
money is scarce and trade is con- 
ducted through barter. Fruit and 
vegetables are available, but most 
other basic supplies are vanishing. 
Long angry bread lines are com- 
mon in the capital, and internation- 
al relief agencies warn of a threat 
of hunger. Nearly everyone misses 
the Soviet Union. 

"We were always poor, but we 
used to have the necessities," said 
the assistant principal of an ele- 
mentary school south of Dushanbe. 
"Now people are living in economic 
fear." He last had money in his 
pocket seven weeks ago, he said— 
the ruble equivalent of $2. 

Lacking its own currency, Tajik- 
istan has become an economic pro- 
tectorate of Russia. Moscow will 
provide more than $50 million in 
cash this year, covering well over 
half the Tajik government's ex- 
penses. On top of that is the soar- 
ing military cost; Russian soldiers 
earn triple pay for duty in Tajik- 
istan. 

Tajikistan is potentially a bot- 
tomless pit for Russia; despite 
Moscow's largess, Dushanbe has 
debts amounting to more than 
$100 million, largely to workers 
who have gone unpaid since spring. 

Russian Maj. Alexander Nechay- 
ev, 32, is chief of staff of the Mus- 
kovsky District border guard head- 
quarters a few miles from the 
Afghan frontier. "We're not weaker 
than our enemy; we're stronger," 
he said recently with a frustrated 
shake of the head. "But we don't 
know where they're going to con- 
centrate their forces next." 

Nechayev and his colleagues are 
up to their epaulets in what has 
turned into a bloody guerrilla war. 
Through September, the border 
guards had engaged in 57 major 
firefights with heavily armed reb- 
els, come under fire 406 times and 
stopped 272 armed incursions into 
Tajik territory, according to their 
figures. The clashes left 31 border 
guards dead and about 50 wound- 



ed; rebel casualties were estimated 

to be 10 times higher. ; 

The seeds of the Tajik war were 
planted as Soviet power collapsed 
in 1991. Inspired by events in Mos- 
cow, a collection of anticommunist, 
Islamic, secular, democratic and 
nationalist forces, mainly from the 
eastern provinces of Garm and Pa- 
mir, demanded that the Tajik gov- 
ernment resign. 

Violence erupted, followed by 
all-out civil war in the summer of 
1992. A turning point came in Oc- 
tober 1992, when Russian field 
units of the 201st Division lent sev- 
eral tanks to government forces, 
turning the tide of battle against 
the opposition, diplomats said. 

When the smoke cleared, at least 
20,000 people were dead, hun- 
dreds of thousands had fled their 
homes, and the country was a 
wreck. A former collective farm 
boss, Imamali Rakhmonov, was in- 
stalled as the country's new leader, 
to Russia's evident satisfaction. 

Rakhmonov's government, domi- 
nated by former communists from 
his southern Kulyab region, de- 
clared a state of emergency and be- 
gan rounding up people described 
as subversives. Torture and other 
acts of official cruelty were ram- 
pant. 

Much of the violence was clan- 
based; pro-government Kulyabi 
thugs were given free jein to per- 
secute residents of Garm and Pa- 
mir. As the government prosecut- 
ed and banned opposition parties, 
most remaining opposition figures 
fled the country, and some took up 
arms against the government. 

The rebels insist they are an alli- 
ance of democrats, intellectuals and 
politically disaffected Tajiks, as 
well as Muslim stalwarts. Although 
Tajiks share cultural and linguistic 
ties with Iran, opposition leaders 
insist they have no ambitions to 
create a Tehran-style theocracy in 

Dushanbe. 

But the government is unrelent- 
ing. They violated their political 
status by taking up arms and killing 
people," said Sultan Mirzashoyev, 
Rakhmonov's chief of staff. "How 
can these parties be allowed to op- 
erate freely?" 

With Dushanbe's consent, Russia 
sent in thousands of "peacekeep- 
ers" in hopes of easing tensions. In- 
stead, they found themselves era-; 
broiled in a border war that has re-;, 
fused to go away. 



In July of last year, several hufi- " 
dred rebels unleashed a fiertfe /. 
rocket and mortar attack on a nH" 
mote Russian border post. Twenty^; 
six Russians died. Outraged, Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin fired the head qf ti 
the border guard department. . , 
"This is a serious enemy," sad * 
Chechulin, the Russian border^ 
guard commander in Dushanbe^ 
"They're pretty well armed, welL* 

disciplined, well trained That's,,. 

why the battles with them are so;„ 

fierce." ,uus 
The Russians doubled their bor'-e 
der guard force in the country la: 
about 17,000, in addition to 8,000" 
peacekeepers. To limit political fall- 
out in Moscow, the Russians begmr 
recruiting many of the new border; 
troops from within Tajikistan, but- 
most of the officers are still Rus- 
sians— many of them veterans of 
the Afghan war. 

"Our forces are now adequate to 
stop any incursion in the border 
ea," said Chechulin. "But we knqW %J 
it's not the ultimate solution to the,, 
Tajik problem." «.m, < 

The solution, nearly everyone; ; 
agrees, must be a political settle :: : 
ment, but this has proved elusive.v, 
The opposition has balked at taking 
part in new elections, saying no free- 
ballot is possible under Rakhmo- 
nov's government. Presidential elec- 
tions are set for Nov. 6, but there is 
little expectation they will end the 
war or ease the economic crisis. 

"When this regime came to pow- 
er, they didn't tolerate any dissent, 
said Sahib Nazarov, one of the few 
opposition figures still living in Du- 
shanbe. "Therefore, we will not 
reach reconciliation anytime soon. 

Washington Post_ 
October 24, 1994 
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ENDING THE FIGHTING IN AFGHANISTAN 



On October 27, the US Department of State issued the following statement by 
David Johnson, Acting Spokesman: (Press release) 

M The United States expresses deep concern for the plight of the people of Af- 
ghanistan as belligerents battle for supremacy with no regard for their safety 
or well-being. 

f! The men, women, & children of Kabul have suffered death & injury as armed 
factions rocket, shell, & bomb the ruined capital. Nominal Prime Minister 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar's food blockade threatens civilians with grave hardships 
as winter approaches. International relief organizations predict up to 200,000 
people; may flee Kabul to find fuel or food this winter. 

f, The United States joins the United Nations in calling for a cessation of 
hostilities, the lifting of the food blockade of Kabul, & for all Afghans to 
support the efforts of the UN's Mestiri Mission to bring about a peaceful 
political process. 

"Little semblance of legitimate authority remains in Afghanistan today. Prof. 
Burhanuddin Rabbani presides over a government - the nine-party coalition 
arising from last year's Islamabad & Jalalabad Accords - that is largely dys- 
functional. Anarchy & mayhem resulting from factional power struggles have 
drained the vast reservoir of international goodwill toward Afghanistan. 

'the United Nations can help Afghans resolve their differences, restore legitimate 
government, & begin the overwhelming task of reconstruction after years of 
warfare. We call on all Afghans to cooperate fully with the Mestiri Mission & 
make the compromises & sacrifices required for peace. 

"Afghanistan's concerned friends and neighboring states can also help shorten 
the war & hasten the day when Afghans can live in peace by ensuring that no 
official or unauthorized shipments of weapons or supplies go to the warring 
factions. Concerned nations should channel assistance, particularly money, 
through the UN rather than give it to the warlords. The friends of Afghanistan 
need to stand ready to support reconstruction & development activities when 
conditions permit. 

"United States concern includes other effects of the Afghan civil war & accom- 
panying widespread lawlessness; burgeoning opium production; the use of Afghan 
soil by militant extremists; & threats to regional peace & security. 

"Afghans struggled for almost 15 years against foreign occupation & oppression. 
They deserve the chance to live in peace, educate their children, provide for 
their families, & worship in their communities. They merit the opportunity 
to be represented by a government dedicated to the rule of law, human rights, 
& improving the lives of its long-suffering citizens. " 
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Kabul demands UN check 
on arms smuggling 



ISLAMABAD (AFP) - Afghani- 
stan on Monday called for the sta- 
tioning of United Nations observers 
to monitor the flow of foreign mili- 
tary assistance to rival factions en- 
gaged in struggle for power. 

The UN should appoint its observ- 
ers and devise a mechanism to mon- 
itor the war-ravaged country's bor- 
ders , Afghan Pi e sident Burhanuddin 
Rabbani's special envoy Masood 
Khalili told a news conference here. 

Khalili reiterated Kabul's line that 
its northern neighbour Uzbekistan 
was helping the militia of ethnic 
Uzbek warlord Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tam. 

'The flow of foreign military help 
is worrying us,' he said. 

General Dostam staged an abor- 
tive coup against Rabbani on Janu- 
ary 1 and fighting has been raging 
since then. Rabbani's arch foe Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar of the Hezb-i- 
Islami faction has been fighting 
alongside Dostam to topple the ad- 
ministration in Kabul. 

In February, with the fighting at its 
peak, Dostam had planes refueled in 
Uzbekistan while military convoys 
comprising tanks and weapons ar- 
rived at the General's base from the 
former Soviet republic, Khalili said. 

'We have asked the UN to devise a 



mechanism as soon as possible,' to 
curb such interventions, he added. 

Khalili denied as 'absolutely in- 
correct' reports from the rival groups 
that Rabbani's faction was receiving 
military help from India. 

He admitted that the Afghan air 
force needed spare parts for its air- 
craft, but he said if Kabul desired it 
could go directly to Russia for the 
parts. 

Blaming an 'invisible hand' for the 
reports carried in the Pakistan Press, 
he said there may be elements seek- 
ing to spoil relations between Paki- 
stan and Afghanistan/ ' 

He confirmed that India had asked 
to open consulates in Jalalabad bor- 
dering Pakistan and Herat on Iranian 
frontier. Kabul will consider the re- 
quests on merit but 'we can say no if 
we find it not practical,' Khalili said. 

The presidential envoy who is to 
meet Pakistan government officials 
during his stay, said there had been 
no deviation in President Rabbani's 
policy on Pakistan's dispute with 
India over Kashmir. 

'We have not changed our policy,' 
he said adding that the Kashmiris be 
given the right to self-determination 
and 'the UN should take the issue 
very seriously.' 

He hoped that the committee 



formed at the recently concluded 
Herat conference of Afghan com- 
manders, governors and intellectu- 
als would be able to convene the 
Loya Jirga for the transfer of power 
by the end of October. 

Rabbani has already made it clear 
that he would not be a candidate and 
his party would not seek power, he 
added. < 

The 65imember committee is cur- 
rently discussing modalities of con- 
vening the Jirga, he said hoping that 
eight other factional leaders who had 
boycotted the Herat conference 
would cooperate to end the ongoing 
bloodshed. . 





Who's What Regarding Afghanistan at the 
US State Department: 

Senior Desk Officer - Ron McMullen 

Office Director for the Office of 
Pakistan, Afghanistan & Bangladesh 
Affairs - Lee Coldren, who has served 
in Kabul twice 

Afghanistan analyst in the Bureau of 
Intelligence & Research - Sheila 
Peters, who served in Afghanistan in 
the mid-70s. 



FROM THE SAUDI PRESS . . 

The call of Deputy Prime Minister and 
Commander of the National Guard Crown 
Prince Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz for Afghan fac- 

the lives of thousands of civilians was echoed 
by many Saudi Arabian newspapers. The Ara- 
bic-language daily Okaz said having watched 
the Afghan freedom fighters defeat the military 
might of the former Soviet Union and oust the 
last communist regime from Kabul in 1992, the 
Muslim world was ready to step in and help in 
the rebuilding of the war-shattered country, 
but were never given the opportunity. The 
factional fighting that has raged for two years 
has left more than 15,000 civilians dead and 
reduced parts of the country to rubble. Calling 
the conflict "a suicidal war," the English-lan- 
guage Saudi Gazette joined other newspapers 
in calling for all sides to observe the provisions 
of the national reconciliation agreement they 
signed in Makkah on March 12, 1993 and bring 
peace and stability to their country for the first 
time in more than 15 years. 
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'I don't call it a 




anymore 



it is a power struggle' 



General (Retd) Hameed 
Gvly who played a key 
role infoYmvMing 
Pakistan's Afghan policy 
while he was head of the 
LSI, talks to Nasim 
Zehra about the Afghan 
War and its politics 



What do you say about 
Pakistan's largely failed 
Afghan policy mainly 
authored by the Pakistan Army with 
yourself as the central figure? See 
the mess it created in Mghanistan. 

I don't think so. There are several 
issues involved here. Firstly, when the 
Russians occupied Afghanistan we had to 
take a moral stand. There was no other 
way, as later events proved. Their large 
amounts of equipment showed that the 
Russians planned to go beyond 
Afghanistan. They thought the resistance 
would be soon over, but they had to stay 
for 11 years in Afghanistan. For our own 
survival, being an ideological state, we 
could not allow the Russians to trample 
over us. Not only did we serve our own 
national interest we also acted as the 
front line state for the West, as it is 
believed. And we paid a price for it 

Our policy continued in accordance 
with the four-point charter given to 
Pakistan by the OIC Foreign Minister 
Conference in Islamabad, in May 1980: 
the Russians must cap their aggression 
unconditionally; the Afghans should have 
a right to exercise their will; the refugees 
must return to their homes in honour 
and dignity; and the fourth point which 
is very important, that the Islamic char- 
acter of Afghanistan must be restored. 
And herein lies the clash because on the 
first three points there was unanimity 
with the Western thought, Western 
approach, but on the fourth the leaders 
started wavering as soon as it became 
clear that the Russians were withdraw- 
ing. Their main interest was to see 
Russians out of Afghanistan. Once that 
became irreversible on 15 August, when 
sixty per cent of their troops withdrew, 
the things started changing. Even earlier, 
in the signing of the Geneva Accord, the 
role of the US in particular and the 
Western powers in general, was not in 
keeping with the desires and wishes of 
the people of Afghanistan. 

So to the extent that Pakistan's 
Afghan policy reversed the Soviet 
move, it was successful. But you had 



other ideas. To civilian policy makers 
your advice was "forget the Durand 
Line, look toward the Oxus.? You 
jyexe. &al]dng about the juie^es* qL. 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, a similar!- 1 
ty of Afghan and Pak interests. But 
most Afghan leaders hold Pakistan to 
a great extent responsible for their 
present situation. 

Firstly, I think it was some Afghans 
themselves who said that you should 
look to Oxus River, since the Durand 
line had practically ceased to exist; one 
third of the Afghan population was living 
on our side and the two economies got 
merged. Their economy looked toward 
Pakistan, which stood by them in their 
hour of trial. Their differences with 
Pakistan will be liquidated over a period 
of time. So when I said it, I was not talk- 
ing in the territorial sense, but in the 
sense that a friendly Afghanistan would 
provide us strength. Basically it is a rela- 
tionship between the people of 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. These are tem- 
porary hiccups. The people of 
Afghanistan are totally committed to the 
people and well-being of Pakistan. 

The problems are due to wrong han- 
dling. The policy continuity went along 
until the signing of the Geneva Accord, 
you know what happened afterwards. 
Even today, the United Nations' report 
prepared by Meistri says that an interim 
neutral government is necessary. This is 
precisely what we demanded then. But 
unfortunately the governments that fol- 
lowed Ziaul Haq did not have a deep 
understanding of the Afghan issue. You 
can't apply your ordinary foreign policy 
to Afghanistan, which is being done right 
now. Afghanistan is different, it has a 
special relationship with us because of 
the refugees, because of the help we pro- 
vided them. We have repeatedly failed in 
handling our Afghan affairs, from the 
signing of the Geneva Accord, the non- 
recognition of the Afghan interim gov- 
ernment which was unanimously formed 
by a shoora, to the signing of the 
Peshawar Accord which was hugely 
flawed, and to not following up the 
Islamabad Peace Accord. It does not 
mean the original policy was wrong. 

Other than minor decision mak- 
ing, Pakistan's Afghan policy has 
remained in the hands of Pakistan 
army. About the Geneva Accord, 
you've held Pakistani politicians 
responsible for pushing General 
Ziaul Haq to sign it, but it took a 
telephone call from President 
Reagan to convince him. Once Russia 
and the United States agreed to a 



negative symmetry, apparently 
General Ziaul Haq top felt that sign- 
ing the Geneva Accord meant noth- 
ing because Pakistan could still con- 
tinue to arm the Mujahideen. As far, 
as interim government is concerned 
we all know what happened to it. It 
was created on shifting sands. 
There were contradictory ele- 
ments... 

Just hold on. I am not speaking for 
Ziaul Haq, I am speaking for myself. I 
don't know what kind of conversation 
took place because he never told me. I 
firmly believed, and still believe, that an 
Afghan settlement will never come about 
unless there is an interim neutral gov- 
ernment. The horns were locked and are 
still locked on whether the Mujahideen 
are to be transferred power or not. If 
you think that they have been handed 

over power in Mghanistan it is incorrect. 
The Communist element is still intact in 
the shape of Khad, in the shape of 
Parchamides, and of course other ele- 
ments. 

Perhaps more importantly, the 
Russians are supporting Rabbani... 

The Russians, Americans and every- 
body seem to be colluding on this issue 
to make sure that Afghan people do not 
form an Islamic government. That is one 
aspect where we went wrong: signing 
the Geneva Accord. I don't care who was 
responsible for it. But there was a long 
debate on it. And you know my views. I 
briefed the National Assembly, which 
was totally in line with me. There were 
no dissenting voices. Yet Mr Junejo went 
ahead and created a lot of problems. 
After Ziaul Haq's departure from the 
scene, we gathered at the foreign office 
and were totally clear on this issue. An 
Afghan shoora was called by the 
Mujahideen. We provided them facilities, 
they sat together and came up with a 
unanimous solution. Pakistan assured 
them of our backing. 

Robert Oakley praised this highly 
in an interview with me, in March 
1989. He said that it was really the 
ISI which managed to put together 
the shoora, after you told the 
Afghans that if they didn't put it 
together you would throw them 

uack in Mghaiiistan v 7 

But my pressure used to be moral. I 
still have that pressure with them. It has 
been proved time and again, when I 
have gone in my individual capacity. 

But the operative reality in 
Mghanistan is still the power tussle. 
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No. We are talking about the interim 
. government. The Afghan interim govern- 
ment formed with Pakistan's moral pres- 
sure. Everybody was involved in jt, 4hef- 
Foreign Office'^ the government, . 
'Oakley himself.'&ut once they caiue up* 
with a unanimous solution, unfair condi- 
tionalities were put. 

Which conditionalities are you 
talking about? The New York Times 
reporter Henry Cam, wrote about a 
March 5th meeting where condition- 
alities were put on the shoora and 
apparently Robert Oakley was pre- 
sent in that meeting. The general 
belief is that you gave that informa- 
tion to the reporter. 

The truth is that the report was pre- 
pared by Henry Kam and Mr Oakley 
themselves. Oakley requested me to 
meet Henry Cam, which I did. The only 
thing he asked me was: Who do you take 
your orders from? I told him, the Chief 
Executive. I don't want to talk about the 
conditionalitiea. But the initiative, politi- 
cal and military decision was the 
Mujahideen's. I was only a vital link 
between the Mujahidden and the govern- 
ment of Pakistan. 

But didn't the Mujahideen launch 
most of their military actions with 
the collaboration of Pakistan Army? 

No. The Army was never involved. 
Our's was basically an advisory capacity. 
The Mujahideen are fiercely indepen- .f 
dent, they don't take orders from any- 
one. £. 

But American newspaper reports % 
indicate that not only Pakistani ISI 
but CIA men used go into Afghan 
territory. 

Some Pakistani men did go but never 
as fighters. Only as advisors. In fact I 
also went several times into Afghanistan. 
As far as the CIA is concerned I never 
allowed them even to meet the leaders 
unless my men were present. There was 
no direct contact between them. 

Isn't it correct that the in-fighting 
in Afghanistan has essentially 
flowed from the political structure 
put together by the Pakistan Army in 
the early days of the war? 
Organising the seven parties while 
leaving out other Afghan leaders 
from the equation, Pakistan basical- 
ly adopted a policy of divide and 
rule, controlled these seven men, 
built them up as leaders, so that 
when the time came we would have 
a pro-Pakistan government in 
Kabul... 

Well, as I used to say to my 
Mujahideen brothers, if I had come in 
time into the ISI, I would have taken 
steps to bring them together and create 
a greater balance. I made an effort 
throughout, as some of the Mujahideen 
leaders will tell you all. But by the time I 
came, I think the operation was more 
necessary than the political nuances of 
the game. Because the operation was 
going ahead, fullfledged, by the time I 
came « * „ 




If at that time we had started re-struc- 
turing the whole system of supplies, it 
would have created a lot of problems. , 
But let me assure you, we were fair and 
just in the distribution. This is the propa- 
ganda started only by 35,000 emigres, 
the so-called intellectuals and tech- 
nocrats who eventually created these 
conditions through their mteUectualism 
and pseudo-communism. They allowed 
the Soviets to come in and subsequently 
spread out in the whole world and did 
not participate in Jehad. All the parties 
in support of the Afghan resistance were 
all unanimous on this distribution sys- 
tem. It was not that this system was, a 
handiwork of ISI alone. Everyone was in 
it, it was scientific, based on profession- 
al criteria, nothing else. 

Isn't it true that no liberation 
movement has ever succeeded in the 
sense of really capturing state 
power until politically they are unit- 
ed and organised, working around a 
nucleus? This was the biggest failing 
of the Mujahideen movement. 

It's important to understand that we 
were politically left behind by the events, 
the speed with which Russian withdrew 
from Mgtanistan. We, particularly our 
Foreign Office, were taken by surprise, 
because the first report I gave them that 
the Russians were withdrawing was on 
5th September when two of their heli- 
copters landed in Chitral. And inspite of 
the Foreign Office's urgency in returning 
them as soon as possible, we had time to 
chat with them and it was clear that the 
Russians had decided to withdraw. And 
when we gave this information to the 
FO, it was not believed. 

The resistance in Afghanistan has 
continuously been referred to as a 
jehad. After the Russians have gone, 
aren't we faced with the stark reali- 
ty the Afghan war? Today it has 
become a fight between power con- 
tenders inside Afghanistan and coun- 
tries around it seeking influence. 

I don't call it a jehad anymore, it is a 
power struggle. But that does not mean 
that it wasn't a jehad to begin with. » - . 



If it had been Pakistan that nau 
attacked Afghanistan wouldn't 
Afghans have resisted? 

Perhaps not, because it is the Afghan 
ethos that we have got to study. 
Whenever I talked to these people and 
asked them what they were fighting for, 
their first reaction was, 'We are fighting 
to protect our dirC and then they would 
say, 'To get rid of the Russians from our 
country'. There is also often a question 
about why we were cooperating with 
Americans. It can be reversed to ask why 
the American were cooperating with us. 

What lessons should we have 
learnt from some of our mistakesjih 
, Afghanistan? J — 

There have keen no . mistakes -except 
the political mistakes of recurring gov- 
ernments. The Army had never had any- 
thing to do with Mghanistan. Let me tell 
you the ISI was directly working under 
the Chief Executive. And I assure you 
the army did not have the knowledge of 
the Ojhri Camp depot. The Vice Chief of 
the Army Staff General Beg did not 
know that the depot existed there. 

Who was responsible for making 
the depot? 

Well, that's a different story. Three 
inquiries have been held on it. The gov- 
ernment must make them public. 

Is there a lesson for the army 
here? 

The Afghan model was a good one, 
las the largest clandestine operation in 
the history of the world. And it was suc- 
cessfully carried out against heavy odds. 
Perhaps the only thing that we failed in 
was in not creating a political infrastruc- 
ture, which we should have done, along- 
side the military operation. This is a les- 
son we have to learn, to politically create 
an atmosphere of harmony. 
1 I am internationally known as an 
expert on the Afghan Jehad. But not one 
'government after I left the ISI has con- 
sulted me or sought my help. My mis- 
sions to Afghanistan have been strictly 
individual, with hurdles being created. I 
was not even allowed to make a phone 
call. 

I During Nawaz Sharif's regime 
didn't you use a Pakistan Army plane 
to go to Afghanistan? 

Never. In Mian Nawaz Sharif's time I 
was not allowed even a telephone call 
from Pakistan embassy. He never even 
once spoke to me on Afghanistan. When 
I took this to Mujahideen they said when 
Benazir and Nawaz Sharif, who have the 
same agenda, cannot sit together 
because one man was hanged by the 
court, how can we sit with these commu- 
nists. 

But the Afghans today are not 
even willing to sit with each other? 
Some people say the die was cast on 
the Afghan scene years ago in early 
'80s. 

No. Not at all. Twice I went in my 
individual capacity and they sat together.. • „ 
THE NEWS (Pakistan) 7/22 
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ARAB VETERANS OF AFGHANISTAN LEAD NEW ISLAMIC HOLY WAR 



Excerpts from a Federal News Service report dated 10/28/94. The dateline is 
London. 

"Across North Africa, down through Sudan, eastward into Jordan & south to the 
Arabian peninsula, & even beyond into Asia, there is a new cutting edge to the 
Islamic revolution that is underway: hundreds of battle-hardened Muslim zealots, 
trained, armed & funded by the Americans, British & some of the very Arab states 
they now threaten. They are veterans of the long war fought by the Muslim Mujahe- 
din of Afghanistan against the Soviet Army & Moscow's communist puppet regime in 
Kabul from 1979-1991. 

"These zealots from Egypt, Algeria, Jordan & a dozen other Arab states helped fight 
the Soviets to a standstill. . .& accelerated the collapse of the Soviet Union. Now, 
turning on their benefactors, they are waging a new jihad against secular Arab 
gov'ts, whose fall - which is possible - will dramatically change the political 
map of the Middle East & have significant consequences for Europe & beyond. It 
is likely that there would have been Islamic eruptions whether there had been 
veterans of the Afghanistan war or not. But what is undeniable is that these 
combat-experienced zealots gave the fundamentalists a powerful strike arm that 
they would not otherwise have had. Their military skills & religious fanaticism 
make them a formidable foe whose activities may yet extend more forcefully into 
the West if governments seek to aid the pro-Western Arab states that are now under 
attack..." [The article describes the role of the "Afghans" in Algeria.] 

"Arming the Afghan rebels was one of the biggest operations the US CIA ran through 
the 1980s... Most of the covert weapons shipments & other paramilitary support was 
channeled through Egypt & Pakistan. As part of this massive covert operation, the 
brainchild of the late CIA Director William J. Casey, the agency provided $3.5 
billion in funding. Saudi Arabia provided hundreds of millions of dollars through 
a secret bank account held jointly with the CIA in Switzerland. Britain's Secret 
Intelligence Service (SIS) played a crucial role in this, the largest paramilitary 
operation since WW II. CIA & SIS teams directed the war against the Kabul regime 
from bases in Pakistan, whose intelligence service has long had close relations 
with the British. 

" Mujahedin groups, including Arab volunteers, were trained by ex-soldiers of 
Britain's Special Air Service (SAS^) working for private security companies run by 
former SAS officers & frequently used by SIS for deniable operations. One company 
that was heavily involved in the Afghan operations was KMS, which trained Mujahedin 
teams in Saudi Arabia & Oman, where the CIA & the SIS had secret bases. The 
'Afghans' comprised an estimated 10,000 men, not all of whom saw combat. They 
included some 2,000 Egyptians, 2,800 Algerians, 400 Tunisians, 370 Iraqis, 300 
Yemenis, 200 Libyans, hundreds of Jordanians & other Arabs. 

"In Afghanistan, the Arab volunteers were attracted to the most radical Mujahedin 
factions, especially Gulbuddin Hekmatyar's fundamentalist Hezb-i-Islami, which was 
heavily supported by Pakistan's Inter Service Intelligence, the CIA & the SIS..." 

"In recent months, Pakistan has been hunting down Arab 'Afghans' at the request of 
Cairo & Algiers. It signed an extradition agreement with Egypt in March 1994 to 
return wanted 'Afghans' among the 1,000 still believed to be in that Asian country. 
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"Pakistan's efforts stemmed largely from its desire to avoid being branded by the 
US State Dept. as a country that sponsors terrorism, which automatically dis- 
qualifies it for US economic aid. It has sought to close down organizations 
supposedly helping refugees but which are suspected fronts for Islamic radicals. 
But senior Pakistani officials argue that the long trail of arms & ideologically 
motivated activists cannot be eliminated easily. It is a daunting task & there 
has been considerable opposition inside Pakistan itself, including among high- 
ranking military officers like former Lt. Gen. Javid Nasir, who headed the ISI 
during the Afghanistan war & coordinated with the CIA, the SIS, the Saudis & others 
in building up the Mujahedin force as a bulwark against Soviet expansionism. 

"In August, the religious right threatened protests if Arab 'Afghans' were thrown 
out. In May 1994, Pakistani authorities began deporting wanted Egyptians. The 
1st was 26-year-old Ali Eid, wanted on suspicion of belonging to an outlawed 
Islamic group, the Vanguards of Conquest, a revival of the Jihad movement responsible 
for the Sadat Assassination. The gov't claimed Eid left Egypt in 1980 for military 
training in Peshawar ... 11 

"The 'Afghans' expelled from Pakistan, under pressure from Egypt, Algeria, Tunisia 
& the US, are often fugitives in their homelands. So many go to Iran, from where 
they are able to get to Sudan or northern Iraq, where Kurdish Islamic groups 
accommodate them until they are filtered out to *other countries in the Arab world 
Many go to Yemen, where the Islamic Reform Party (Islah) provides shelter. The 
fundamentalist party, guided by Sheikh Abdul Mejid Az-Zendani, encourages them to 

settle in Yemen, where there has been an upsurge in Islamic action in recent months 

Yemen was a key source of manpower for the 'Afghans.' From 1984 until the end of the 
decade, Az-Zendani sent between 5,000 &7,000 Arabs, including Yemenis, to Pakistan 
& Afghanistan via Saudi Arabia for military training & religious teaching under his 
guidance. When the Yemenis returned home after the Soviet withdrawal from Af- 
ghanistan, they made no secret of their new sense of mission to eradicate from the 
former South Yemen all remnants of the onetime Marxist regime..." 

" Arab 'Afghans' have been moving further afield as well. Some are in Bosnia, 
helping fellow Muslims fight the Christian Serbs. Between 200 & 300 of these veterans 
of the Afghan war, including non-Arab Muslims, are based in Zenica in Bosnia, 
where they are widely feared. Hundreds of 'Afghans' have made their way to Bosnia. 
The number of non-Bosnian Muslims in the military is estimated at between 500 & 
1,000 from a dozen countries in the Middle East. From all accounts, they have fought 

with distinction The 'Afghans" and other Muslim volunteers have also been a 

source of friction with the Bosnians, who are largely secular Muslims. The out- 
siders' religious zeal & arrogant commitment to their holy war has angered their 
hosts. But many of the volunteers represent wealthy organizations or countries 
whose support the beleaguered Bosnians count on..." 

"US authorities believe there may be as many as 200 Arab 'Afghans' in the New York- 
New Jersey area alone, all viewed as potential terrorists in the aftermath of the 
World Trade Center bombing. 

"The wave of Islamic extremism sweeping North Africa is increasingly deep-rooted, 
fueled not only by the attempts to suppress it by the gov'ts concerned but by the 
growing belief among the Muslim populations of the region that long-ignored 
political & economic reforms can only be squeezed out of the regimes in power, not 
obtained by negotiation. 

"The fundamentalist creed also believes that the secular gov'ts of the Arab world 
must 1st be overthrown before the greater enemy, the West, can be tackled... 
If the turmoil spreads from Algeria & Egypt to Tunisia & Morocco, & there are 
already signs of Islamic fervor in these states, it could eventually produce a 
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From the Editor: 



EVENTS 



After listening to Whitney Azoy 
speak on buzkashi as a metaphor 
for Afghanistan (see Events, p. 
31) , we wonder if anyone has sug- 
gested to Ambassador Mestiri that 
the next leader of Afghanistan be 
the person or party that can or- 
ganize a successful buzkashi 
tournament in Kabul next October. 
(To our Pushtun readers - we said 
"organize, 11 not win; the Pushtuns 
managed that for a number of years.) 
Then a Loya Jirga can perform its 
traditional role of ratifying the 
decision & everybody can get back 
to doing whatever it was they were 
doing before they were so rudely 
interrupted, & try to get the 
country back on its feet, or horse, 
as the case may be. 

The FORUM news is that the editor 
is moving after the first of the 
year so the FORUM 1 s address will 
change as of January 15. Details 
will appear in the next issue, & 
the new address will appear on the 
renewal notices which will accom- 
pany it. Please keep those snippets 
& bits of information coming, how- 
ever, as news about Afghanistan is 
sparse in the Western press. Also, 
we have not received any abstracts 
in a long time; if you are pre- 
senting a paper about Afghanistan, 
please send us a brief synopsis. 
The deadline for the next issue is 
December 30. 

Occasional Paper #33, Mission of an 
Afghan Prince to London: Nasrullah 
Khan f s Visit to Britain as Reflected 
in the Press, 11 by Ludwig W. Adamec 
accompanies this issue to those who 
ordered it with their subscriptions. 
Occasional Paper #34, "The Frontier 
'Tribal 1 Areas 1840-1990," by 
Robert Nichols will come out in 
March. You can order it with next 
year's subscription. 

Happy holidays! 



There will be two panels on Afghanistan 
at the 28th Annual Meeting of the Middle 
East Studies Assn, to be held in Phoenix, 
Arizona from Nov. 19-24. 

Sunday, November 20 1:30pm-3:30pm 
WOMEN AND WAR IN AFGHANISTAN 

Women, War and Tradition in Afghanistan 
Maliha Zulfacar, California Polytechnic University 
Women's Issues in the Recent Afghan Revolutionary 
Movements 

Helena Malikyar, New York University 

Women in/and War in Afghan Fiction: Representation and 

Reinvention 

6 Wall Ahmadi, UCLA 

The Position of Women: A Changing Chain in Afghan Society 
Sharifa Sharif, University of Illinois 

Chair: Senzil Nawid, University of Arizona 

Discussant: Val Moghadam, United Nations University/WIDER 

Institute 

Monday. November 21 1:30pm-3:30pm 
CONSEQUENCES OF DISASTER: AFGHANISTAN AFTER 
FIFTEEN YEARS OF WAR 

The Decline of Pashtuns in Afghan Politics 

Anwar-UI Haq Ahady, Providence College 

Islamization of Society and State in Afghanistan 

Larry P Goodson, Campbell University 

The Reconstruction of the Afghan State: The Military 

Dimension 

Ralph Magnus, Naval Postgraduate School 

The Economic Effects of Soviet War and Civil Unrest in 

Afghanistan 

Nake M Kamrany, University of Southern California 
Future Afghan Relations with its Neighbors: An Afghan 
Perspective 

Alam M Payind, Ohio State University 
Chain Larry P Goodson, Campbell University 

The Afghanistan Reconstruction Support 
Committee & the Afghan Women's Task Force 
presented an exhibition of artifacts & 
graphics representing Afghanistan in the 
James R. Thompson Building, 100 W. Randolph 
St., in Chicago. The exhibition ran from 
Oct. 31 to Nov. 4 and was open from 7 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. every day. 

More events on page 31. 
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hostile Islamic bloc on the southern shore of the Mediterranean that would have 
serious implications for western & southern Europe. The upheaval in Algeria, 
of particular concern to France, could have repercussions in Italy, Spain & 
Portugal, all of which rely on Algerian gas. Throughout the European Union, which 
has been focusing on eastern Europe of late, the dangers of massive Muslim emi- 
gration from North Africa as it loses the pro-western orientation of the secular 
governments there & the proliferation of regional conflicts to immigrant communi- 
ties are of increasing concern. Events in Algeria have inspired a young radical 
movement in many of Europe's slums & working-class suburbs where North African 
Muslims abound. An Islamic victory in North Africa would also have potentially 
critical consequences for Israel, which increasingly perceives militant Islam to be 
its main adversary. Beyond Israel, too, lie the Arab monarchies of Jordan & the 
Gulf, as well as Syria. This latter has so far had little trouble from its 
fundamentalists, who were brutally crushed by President Hafez al- Assad's socialist 
regime in the early 1980s. The Arab-Israeli peace process - vehemently opposed 
by Iran & its surrogates in the Arab world, like Hizbullah of Lebanon & Islamic 
Jihad in Palestine - will undoubtedly spawn fresh expectations that, in the absence 
of conflict, standards of living will improve & that in their train will come the 
democratic reforms that dictators like Assad have long opposed because their regimes 
would be imperiled. When those reforms do not appear, Islamic fundamentalism, 
which has now eclipsed the discredited & obsolete notion of secular pan-Arab 
nationalism, will be where the Arab Muslims will turn." 
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continued at the forefronts of 
western Kabul at Qalai Haider 
Khan which it believed was the 
last remaining base of Sayyaf in 
the entire Kabul. 



It claimed to have captured 
some strategic positions in Kabul 
including university hostels, Qalai 
Shada, Kartc se, Darul Aman 
Palace, Taj Baig Palace, Deh 
Mazang and Kotah Sangi. 



Referring to the continued 
fighting, it added that shelling 
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New Afghan currency notes rejected 



ter the country Veconomy. It ob- urged the Afghan traders and for- 
served that Rabbani Govt in its cign dealers of the Afghan cur- 
bid to prolong her stay in Kabul rcncy not to deal in the new notes 
resorted to such tactics. as they were of no value to them. 




A press release of the SCCIRA 
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KABUL GENERATED ECONOMIC CRISES 

The following is a synopsis of a lecture given earlier this year by M.S. Noorzoy 
at the Center for Middle East Studies, University of California, Berkeley. 

The January 1992 issue of the Forum carried an article in which I offered a 
brief discussion of the economic effects of the excessive supply of Afghanis 
printed in the former Soviet Union on inflation, exchange rates^ and support 
for the remnants of the communist regime under Najib in Kabul. I also dis- 
cussed the benefits the former Soviet government was receiving by converting 
a portion of the excess printed supply of Afghanis into US dollars and other 
hard currency in the foreign exchange markets in Kabul and in the surrounding 
countries, which, could then be credited to Russian government accounts or 
shipped back to Moscow. 

Based on the historical experiences of countries where excessive supplies of 
currency were printed (the US during the Civil War, Germany in the 1920s, 
France after WW II, some South American countries in recent decades), my 
policy proposal for Afghanistan was to carry out ,f ...a wholesale substitution 
of the present (fiat) currency with a new currency guaranteed by a new 
government with the help of the IMF and the World Bank." This was proposed as 
the only method available to fight hyper-inflation and other ill effects. The 
rapid spiral of inflation since then has caught international financial 
organizations such as the IMF by surprise, making it impossible for them to 
collect any data on the money supply, prices and income since 1992. While 
this lack of data makes it difficult to measure the rate of inflation in 
Afghanistan, the extreme currency depreciation (where in September 1994, 
$1 = Afs. 3066, up from $1 = Afs. 1800 just a short time ago) is clearly in- 
dicative of escalating inflation as well as instability in the foreign exchange 
market . 

My proposal was also intended to remove hardships from the Afghan consumers and 
workers inside the country, remove the extreme burden of poverty from the 
urban refugees who sold their belongings for worthless Afghanis & cannot purchase 
a fraction of the value of the goods they sold, and to achieve political 
stability through a democratic election (not through selection by throwing fiat 
money around like confetti). Other benefits included refugee resettlement, 
reconstruction and the stopping of the highly unjustified distribution of 
income favoring a handful of political leaders and the commanders supporting 
them. The overall remedy remains the same: currency reform as a first step 
to counteracting these ill effects. Apparently leaders of the Shora-i-Hamahangy 
as well as other individual party leaders, have also recently called for a 
halt in the Russian printing of the Afghani, which they claim is partly financed 
by Western intelligence units. If this is correct then it must be asked, to 
what purpose? 

There is no doubt that this fiat money is destroying the fabric of Afghan 
social, political & economic life, making some people rich with foreign bank 
avccounts, but driving the vast majority of the Afghan population to extreme 
poverty and uncertainty. Ironically, a couple of weeks ago, the Afghan news 
services in the US reported that the Kabul government had requested fiat 

* "Afghan Economic Crises: The Soviet Connection" by M.S. Noorzoy in Af- 
ghanistan Forum, Vol. XX, #1, p. 23. 
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Afghani notes in denominations of 5,000 and 10,000 because of the debasement 
of purchasing power of the Af . The loss of important northern routes, es- 
pecially Khenjan, by Shora-i-Nazar & Jamiat-i-Islami to Shora-i-Hamahangy in 
recent months, may also be responsible for the new currency denominations 
since further supplies may have to be flown to Kabul. Shora-i-Hamahangy 
leaders claim that two tons of fiat money were shipped from Moscow to Kabul 
each week, amounting to 1,300 billion over the past 28 months. 

When the mujahidin coalition government took over in Kabul on 4/27/92, the 
Afghan people expected that economic conditions would improve. During the 
first two months prices fell sharply, supplies of food increased and the 
Afghani appreciated by 50%. But these trends were short lived. By mid- 
summer 1992, when the paralyzed government in Kabul changed hands from Mujadedi 
to Rabbani, prices and exchange rates had reversed, becoming explosive again. 

Meanwhile, in Moscow a new government had taken over with anti-communist pro- 
clamations but it, like the Kabul government, had many former communists in its 
rank and file and in the military. With Yeltsin at the head of the Russian 
government and Rabbani heading the partial and paralyzed Kabul government, they 
simply took over the same roles played by the previous governments in both 
countries as far as the supply of money was concerned. 

While the discussion and analyses of these developments are part of research 
to be published elsewhere, some of the obvious results of the continued printing 
of the Afghani by the Russian government and its supply to a handful of indi- 
viduals in Kabul should be pointed out. 

The fiat money printed in Moscow and delivered to Kabul creates seigniorage 
for both of these governments and for some individuals in the Kabul government. 
In this case, seigniorage is an ability to obtain Afghan resources in exchange 
for the fiat money. The former Soviet government was collecting this seigniorage 
by virtue of its invasion of Afghanistan; the present Kabul government is, in 
essence, offering it to the Russian government voluntarily. As indicated, these 
resources are turned into hard currency and shipped to Moscow, as witnessed by 
many Afghan observers. 

Some Afghans argue that what is bad about the R&SSian printed Afghani is that 
it has no "backing 11 such as by gold or silver or some other real commodity. 
This argument is not valid for many reasons. Afghanistan is not on a gold 
or silver standard and neither is the rest of the world. Tying currency to 
such standards simply for the conversion of currency to gold at fixed prices 
is no longer practiced anywhere. The supply of currency must have a relation- 
ship to real output and prices in the economy rather than to the supply of 
gold, etc., for the currency to be accepted widely and be convertible to 
other currencies. 

The increase in the supply of money, including currency, must accommodate the 
increase in real output (GNP) and must avoid raising or depressing prices. In 
Afghanistan, real output has been falling while the supply of currency, which 
forms the bulk of the money supply given that demand deposits and other normal 
banking functions are largely absent, has been increasing exponentially. 

There is no longer any concern by those in charge of the Kabul government over 
the relationship between the supply of currency, GNP, prices, the foreign 
exchange rate or the welfare of the population at large, particularly the 
refugees who receive no outside assistance. 
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The concern of the direct recipients of the Russian-printed currency is how 
to maintain their positions by using the currency. The government in Kabul 
h»« no taxing power and the money for over 80% of the expenditures of the 
government runctionaries in Kabul and in various overseas embassies comes 
from fresh supplies of fiat money. Excess supplies of money cause inflation, 
which reduces the tax base, which forces the printing of more currency to 
maintain a certain level of real expenditure. The process is repeated with 
no end in sight. 

It has become clear to anyone who has paid attention to the events of the past 
^wo vears in particular that the excessive supply of Afghanis has become part 
of the problem ano not a solution for anything. It is commonly acknowledged that 
tL Shora-i-Ahl-O-Uqed was heavily influenced by the infusion of arge s* 
of Afghanis to the delegates, giving the results ™^ions of Kabul'as 

wellls'gr^ 

distributions of the Russian-printed money. 

Until this money is replaced, no peace will ^ established in Kabul No one 
can expect that the next political gathering of a Shora or a Loya Ji '8™ 
solve the political crisis in Kabul, unless it can be held without an infusion 
of fiat Afghanis. 

Finallv it is ironic that the actual currency printed in Moscow, a sample of 
which was "rought by a friend from Ma Z ar-i-Sharif , is the same that was printed 
under Najib - devoid of any reference to Islam. 




We don't 
have any 



"new" 
notes 
but here 
is a 
sample 
of a 

1,000 Afs 

note 

printed 

during 

Najib' s 
time & 
still 
in cir- 
culation. 




HERAT: 18 YEARS AFTER 

Excerpts from a report by Nancy Hatch Dupree of a visit to Herat from 
August 29 to September 1, 1994. 

The undestroyed parts of Herat look remarkably the same; clean, wide, 
tree-lined streets, parks, jauntily bedecked tongas, bustling bazaars, 
tree-shaded residential streets with anonymous walls shielding gracious 
villas set in flourishing gardens. The absence of guns & tanks is con- 
spicuous to those who have visited Kabul. Women wear traditional Herati 
styles of chader & chadri , but not he j ab . 

In my walks alone through the main streets, I found the Herati urbanely 
interested in me, but sophisticatedly free of hustling, unlike some other 
parts of the country. 

The merchants of Herat seem to be particularly active. I surmise that there 
is a great deal of private wealth in the city & that it is expected to in- 
crease. It is also reported that millions of dollars in customs taxes are 
collected by the gov't, largely from cars, tires & other goods in transit 
from Iran & Central Asia for Pakistan. 

During my meeting with Ismael Khan, he emphasized the inestimable loss in 
education suffered by Herat's youth. Yet repeated inquiries failed to 
elicit details as to his thinking on development activities. Undoubtedly 
it is unrealistic to expect him to discourse on development when concerns 
for immediate survival are uppermost. Security is fragile. Over & over I 
heard about the conscription of young men from the ages of 19 to 39, a 
policy all too reminiscent of despised former Kabul regimes. There are 
said to be no exemptions; neither service in Kabul's military nor that of 
the mujahideen releases one. Nor does employment with assistance agencies. 
Some say desertions are up to 30%, so there is a constant need for replace- 
ments. 

KHAD is also being strengthened, although I was told that their activities 
are mostly concerned with the infiltration of Iranian agents. The economy 
is heavily dependent on Iranian imports & this affects the society at the 
very heart of family life. There is no electricity, for instance, & most 
homes use bottled Iranian gas for cooking. Iranian machinery for the 
making of cement brick threatens to replace traditional house construction 
methods. Heavy concentration on expenditures for the military & on 
security measures minimizes development prospects & contributes to an 
attitudinal inattentiveness on the part of gov't personnel. Conscription 
understandably makes the young men who have repatriated extremely uneasy. 

An evening I spent with the family of a young man previously employed by an 
NGO in Peshawar will serve to underline the current atmosphere in Herat, 
particularly as it concerns the return of professionals needed for development. 

My host's father's home had been completely demolished during the war; 
he could not afford to rebuild. He was living with his wife & 2-year-old 
son in the half-completed house being constructed by his brother-in-law who 
had returned with his wife & 3-year-old daughter from Iran. Both sets of 
adults had been pre-teens when they went into exile where they retained 
happy memories of their childhood. 
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In exile both families had lived well: good salaries, good housing, clean 
piped water, electricity (despite load shedding!), & basic security. Now 
they must live without these accustomed amenities & while they speak poignantly 
of their happiness at being "home, 11 their conversations are tinged with 
rueful sadness, "It is very strange," said my friend, "to leave the house 
in the morning without knowing if I'll reach the office." 

However, there is much wealth in Herat. The building of mosques & repair of 
shrines seems to be a popular means of expressing religious piety & fulfilling 
community obligations. Individuals without the necessary knowledge of conser- 
vation, however, can often do more harm than good. Also, private initiative 
is too often taken only to be abandoned before the work is completed. It would 
be best to set up some mechanism to capitalize on this private interest while 
at the same time making sure that appropriate scientific preservation techniques 
are utilized. I feel strongly that the UN could use its good offices ef- 
fectively to persuade the gov't & the citizens of Herat to take an active part 
on their own in the preservation of their historical monuments... There are 
many wealthy merchants who are already building mosques & carrying out inde- 
pendent restoration projects without the necessary knowledge of history or of 
architectural conservation techniques. A precedent for private & municipal 
cooperation was established in the 1940s when redecoration of the Masjid-i- 
Jami* was financed by private donations & a special municipal customs tax on sugar. 

The Masjid-i-Jami looks much as it did before; in fact, to my eyes even better 
for the tilework has mellowed over the years. Repairs on 
the minaret which was damaged by a rocket during the war 
are supervised by the noted miniaturist Ustad Mohammad Said 
Mashal. He has been associated with the redecoration of 
this mosque since 1943. Although I twice requested to see 
the work in progress, there was always some reason for 
not doing so (prayers, meal time, etc,). Extensive damage 
is not obvious from the exterior. 

The Ghorid Portal seems to have suffered little deterioration. 
The Bronze Cauldron, widely reported to have been stolen 
by the Soviets, is in place; slightly marred by two bullet 
depressions in the rim but otherwise in excellent condition. 

The Musalla Complex is the saddest example of the most:- recent assaults on Herat's 
historical monuments. The Park-i-Bihzad, a luxuriant haven with trees, lawns & 
flower beds enclosed by a protective boundary wall in the 1960s, is now an 
open dusty desert. The trees were felled & the wall demolished t for precisely 
the same reason that Timurid structures were destroyed in 18 35: to provide a clear 
field of fire against an advancing enemy. In 1885 the Afghans feared the advent 
of a Czar is t Russian army; in the 1980s, the occupation forces of the Russian 
Soviets feared the Afghan mujahideen would use this area as a main approach to the 
city. So history repeats itself. 

The destruction of protective trees accelerated nature's erosion, especially 
during the period of the 120-day wind (June through September) which picks out 
mosaics & flicks off faience with the precision of a dental pick. One wonders 
how many bits remain after almost 500 years of such abuse. Many of the mosaic 
lozenges on the shaft of the Gawhar Shad minaret are gone; insets are strewn 
around the base. The loss of mosaics on the base of the mausoleum & on the drum 
of its dome is irretrievable & irreparable. 
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The minaret at the Gawhar Shad mausoleum & another nearby in the Sultan Husain 
Baiqara complex were directly hit by rockets from a launcher positioned on a 
hillside to the north. Gaping holes mar both minarets, but they still stand. 
™£ a I^f Ki! 1 ^'' h T V f r ' , ±S liS ^ nS da ngerou S l y because of a substantial 



----- ' w-i. , J.O j.±»u±ng uangerousiy Decause of a subst 

crack at the base. The gov't has banned heavy vehicles from using the road 
which runs straight through the Baiquara complex & DACAAR is working on the 
restoration of the mausoleum with funds provided from sales at exhibitions of 
Herati glass. 

The most exquisite example of Timurid mosaic art was preserved on the minaret at 
the southwest corner of the Gawhar Shad complex. This received a direct bomb 
hit & is totally destroyed. 

A number of minor shrines & monuments in the same vicinity were in various states 
of disrepair. The mosque at the tomb of Jami is nothing but rubble. The tomb 
itself was never enclosed in a building & a wealthy Herat merchant has recently 
built a substantial, glaringly whitewashed cement wall around the entire grave- 
yard. Other pious citizens have begun & then abandoned repairs at a number 
of sites. The magnificent portal at the complex dedicated to Abdulwalid is 
bombed out beyond salvation. Its beautifully proportioned arcaded courtyard, 
however, cries out for some use. 

Not far from the Musalla area the Takht-i-Saf ar , once a verdant pleasure garden, 
1S now a barren totally denuded hill. Its renewal is, nevertheless, a favored 
project of Ismael Khan: the restaurant has been renovated; a massive hotel 
nears completion on its summit; & Ismael Khan speaks with animated enthusiasm 
of renewing the plantation. 

The cistern known as Hauz-i-Chahr Suq is acknowledged as one of Herat's more 
significant monuments. Today it is dry & presumably will no longer be supplied 
with water. A local restaurant presently occupies its upper area. It is in 
relatively good condition, requiring only minimum restoration. The Hauz sits 
at the center of the main bazaar. All around it "modernization" is taking 
place in the form of the demolition of old serai; shops are being replaced with 
shopping plazas, in the style of Pakistan - probably also Iran. If restored, 

l<t^ aU L t 1 S marvelous art gallery for, among other arts, exhibitions 
highlighting Herat's cultural monuments, the need for their respectful treatment 
™?^n erV ^ i0n V th ? res P° nsibilit ies of citizens for their care, etc. Surely 
UNESCO and/or the Aga Khan Foundation have experience in this regard. They might 
be asked to assist in such a project. 8 

Happily, there is good news. The shrine of the beloved 11th century Sufi poet 
& philosopher, Khwaja Abdullah-i-Ansari, at Gazargah is in fine condition & the 
reverent life at the complex continues. 

is located in a court at the foot 
I T^oS f 3t entrance to the main bazaar. The Citadel was restored 
by UNESCO during the late 1970s & early 80s. It is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 
the entrance fee is $5. There are 2 sections: the Museum itself & the Military 
Museum located in a separate building in front of the Museum. Lighting in both 
sections is rudimentary & very poor. The Military Museum contains some very old 
weaponry as well as brand new pieces straight from packing cases. All of the 
old pieces are in urgent need of attention by a professional conservationist. 
The Museum collection is in even more desperate need of attention: preservation, 
cataloguing, staff training & display. The collection falls into 6 categories- 
Gandhara stuccos & schists; Islamic bronzes, marbles, pottery & glass mainlv ' 
father' t manuscripts, ahandlcopi^ 

Jain^ings! ' & ^ ethn °8 ra P h " items; & a few indifferent 
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Afghan 
President Gives 
Positive 

* • ' - 

Reaction to 
U.N. Proposal 



A U.N. peace mission, 
headed by former Tunisian Foreign 
Minister Mahmoud Mestiri, said 
on Oct 19 that Afghan President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani' s first reac- 
tion to its peace proposals had 
been positive. Mestiri said he 
now expects specific comments 
from Rabbani on a ceasefire, a pos- 
sible transfer of power to a transi- 
tional government and the estab- 
lishment of a neutral security force 
for the capital Kabul. The U.N. 
mission said it had discussed these 
issues with Rabbani on Oct. 18 and 
19 in the eastern Afghan town of 
Jalalabad. One ally of Rabbani, 
Ittehad-i-Islami movement leader 
Abd al-rab al-Rasul Sayyaf, said 
that he would refuse to meet with 
Mestiri as long as Mestiri maintains 
contacts with northern warlord Gen- 
eral Abdul Rashid Dostum. Rabbani 
and Sayyaf rule out any political role 
for Dostum' s militia which is a ma- 
jor partner in the anti-Rabbani coor- 
dination council with Prime Minis- 
ter Gulbeddine Hekmetyar's Hizb 
al-Islami party. The anti-Rabbani 
council rejected a plan announced 
by Rabbani and three other 
mujahideen leaders to convene a 
traditional Loya Jirga, or grand as- 
sembly, of about 1,500 delegates to 
electRabbani's successor. The coun- 
cil said it would not agree to Dostum' s 
exclusion or "anything less than an 
elected shura council." 



Oct 20, 1994 
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STATEMENT ISSUED BY THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF 
AFGHANISTAN, dated 10/27/94: 

"From the early days of its establishment, the Islamic 
State of Afghanistan has been striving to find a peaceful 
& permanent settlement to the destructive war that has 
caused enormous sufferings to the Afghan people & to the 
country. The Islamic State of Afghanistan has been 
trying to find a lasting settlement that would ensure 
peace & stability & create the necessary conditions con- 
ducive to the reconstruction of our war-stricken; country. 
To this end, many peace proposals have been submitted by 
different patriotic Afghans as well as by peace-loving 
circles, all deserving careful consideration. 

the Islamic State of Afghanistan also appreciates the 
efforts of peace-loving countries who would like to see an 
understanding & rapprochement emerging in our country as 
well as the continued endeavors of the United Nations 
Special Mission, headed by H.E. Amb. Mahmoud Mestiri, in 
order to put an end to the conflict in Afghanistan & to 
restore peace & security. 

the Islamic State of Afghanistan, while appreciating the 
efforts of the UN, declares its readiness to extend every 
possible assistance & cooperation to the UN Peace Program 
which is directed towards the convening of a Loya Jirga 
which is in total similarity with the outcome of the Supreme 
Islamic Council recently held in Herat. 

It is the expectation of the Islamic State of Afghanistan 
that the UN curtail the foreign interferences in the in- 
ternal affairs of Afghanistan of which the present crisis 
is a consequence. 

Afghanistan requests the UN & the head of its Special 
Mission to Afghanistan, H.E. Ambassador Mestiri, to ex- 
pedite & further strengthen their endeavors towards ending 
the conflict, creating lasting peace & ensuring stabi- 
lity & reconstruction in the country. To this end, the 
Islamic State of Afghanistan is looking forward to re- 
ceiving H.E. Amb. Mestiri, as he promised, m Kabul, & 
in the light of the common views happily existing between 
him & the Islamic State of Afghanistan, to coordinate 
the preparation of a final peace plan." 

(Security Council release S/1994/1227_dated 
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Supreme Islamic 
Cooperation Council of Afghanistan 
(SICCA) on UN's Peace Efforts 

Wahdat News Bulletin. Vol.2 No. 13, October 1994 



In a meeting with Mr. Mahmoud Mestin in Islamabad on z 
September 1994, convened in order to persuade them [the 
government] to join the peace process, we made 3 

suggestions: , L i 

1 That Mr. Mestiri should make known to both the people 
of Afghanistan and the international # community the 
developments and obstacles to negotiation of the past 

2°To'cut off the supply of banknotes printed iUe«jly and 
without the support of bank reserves, which allow the 
continuation of war, to Kabul. 

3 To suspend the office of Afghanistan s UN 
renresentative which represents one party and not tne 
%5?$AVri^ ana to call on UN member c^ountnes 
to expel Afghanistan's representatives in their countries. 
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Afghan Initiatives 



Afghanistan is one of the poorest and least developed countries in the 
world. During the 1980s, a third of the population - over six million people - 
became refugees. Until the late 1980s, there were virtually no local Afghan 
NGOs. By 1994 there were hundreds. Nancy Dupree describes the phenome- 
nal growth of the Afghan NGO. • 




felt I must leave my 
village," said the young 
Afghan doctor. "It was too 
shameful to bear." We 
were sitting in his neat clinic in the 
center of Zena Khan's one-street 
bazaar nestled among khaki- 
colored mountains in Ghazni prov- 
ince in eastern Afghanistan. We had 
arrived here over a track which an 
Afghan NGO had just finished up- 
grading so that vehicles could reach 
outlying villages. During the war this 
road had been a foot trail used by 
Afghan resistance fighters carrying 
weapons for their battles against 
Soviet and government forces 
manning the main Kabul-Ghazni 
highway an hour to the west. 

The doctor was describing how 
he felt when his clinic fell victim to 
reductions brought on by a general 
curtailment of NGO funds from in- 
ternational sources. He had been 
trained by one NGO, and set up 
with a clinic by another, only to be 
summarily informed that no further 
support was forthcoming. "I simply 
could not make the people under- 
stand," he said. "How could a 
mother with a sick child understand 
that far-away people had suddenly 
decided I should no longer have the 
means to help her?" 

Happily, a locally based Afghan 
NGO came to the clinic's rescue, 
drawing on a special fund obtained 
from hiring out threshing machines. 
Although the money was limited, it 
was enough to provide start-up rent 
for two narrow bazaar shops, one 
to be used as a store and the other 
as a clinic divided into three spaces: 
a front waiting-room with a floor of 
washed gravel, and a central con- 
sultation room curtained off from the 
examining room at the back. 



The doctor charges fees in cash 
or kind since the Afghan NGO can- 
not afford to pay him a salary. As 
a result, this isolated area now has 
access to basic health facilities for 
the first time. 

This story illustrates a number of 
advantages of local NGOs: sensitive 
on-the-spot staff motivated to re- 
spond to emergency needs, inde- 
pendent decision-making, one-time 
assistance for sustainable enterpris- 
es, flexibility in the use of limited 
funds, and the willingness to think 
creatively in solving problems 
together with the community. 

Such NGOs, however, are new 
phenomena in Afghanistan, even 
though Afghans have traditionally 
respected Islamic injunctions empha- 
sizing both individual and commu- 
nity obligations toward the welfare 
of communities. 

Before the war that began in 
1978, Afghan governments asserted 
their right to impose zakat - a 
portion of wealth bestowed in alms 
(a duty incumbent upon every 
Muslim) - as a tax for social wel- 
fare. However, their insistence on 
controlling all institutionalized 
welfare precluded the establishment 
of organizations conforming with 
western definitions of what con- 
stitutes an NGO. 

The war gave birth to new types 
of welfare bodies, but most were 
inexorably tied to the promotion of 
political parties. Not until 1988 did 
international agencies begin to 
encourage Afghans to form their own 
NGOs- to help implement services 
within liberated rural areas known as 
"zones of tranquility." It was hoped 
that by making life more habitable 
inside Afghanistan these projects 
would stem the flood of thousands 



of refugees streaming daily into 
Pakistan and Iran. 

These projects functioned large- 
ly outside any government network 
since the Pakistan-based Afghan 
Interim Government, artificially 
created in February 1989, was never 
effective. The fledgling Afghan 
NGOs were seen by some as artifi- 
cial creations of foreign funding, for 
initially most of them had no roots 
in the communities they sought to 
serve. Still, hundreds of Afghans 
employed with international NGOs 
gained experience and benefited 
from the training they received. 

Nevertheless, there were prob- 
lems. Without indigenous models 
from the past to guide them, many 
local Afghan NGO personnel adhered 
to attitudes and working methods 
better suited to government bureauc- 
racies, academia, businesses or pol- 
itical parties. Frequently deficient in 
administrative skills, weak in profes- 
sional competency, and negligent in 
adequate reporting, these local NGOs 
failed to win the trust of donors. 

This led to unreliable and 
increasingly meager funding. The 
U.N. system, including UNHCR and 
the United Nations Office for the 
Co-ordination of Humanitarian 
Assistance Relating to Afghanistan 
(UNOCHA), has provided 80% of the 
$4-5 million channelled to Afghan 
NGOs over the past few years, with 
foreign governments and internation- 
al NGOs contributing the remainder. 

It is hard to say just how many 
local Afghan NGOs exist today. Esti- 
mates range between 200 and 700! 
Of these 60 or 70 are genuinely 
effective. Others lead amorphous 
existences. As the euphoria over the 
withdrawal of Soviet troops in 1989 
and the establishment of the Islamic 
State of Afghanistan in April 1992 
dissipated in the face of continued 
factional fighting, international fund- 
ing declined. Drastic cuts followed. 

Paradoxically, the number of 
Afghan NGOs has steadily increased. 
Many spin-offs from defunct foreign 
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NGOs joined those Afghan NGOs 
with conscience which seek account- 
ability within the communities where 
they work. By contrast, scores of 
new groups, calling themselves 
NGOs, came into being as contract- 
ed implementers of projects de- 
signed by others. Afghans derisively 
label these as "briefcase NGOs." 

Briefcase NGOs have few mean- 
ingful links with communities and 
are seldom genuinely interested in 
humanitarian goals or long-term 
prospects. But their leaders, having 
commandeered large stocks of heavy 
machinery when the former regime 
collapsed, are well equipped to 
implement projects, although they 
often lack professional expertise. 
Thus, like common contractors, they 
must seek skilled labor. 

The briefcase NGOs often turn 
to genuine Afghan NGOs for exper- 
tise. The latter are mostly small, lack 
adequate machinery and need more 
income. By hiring themselves out to 
briefcase NGOs in their desperate 
search for funds, however, they 
attract the accusation that they are 
acting as contractors themselves. 
This damages their credibility. 

On the plus side, however, there 
are hundreds of superbly qualified 
professionals now working with 
local Afghan NGOs. These people, 
having eschewed the temptations of 
resettlement, are dedicating their 
lives to their nation's reconstruction. 
They plan and manage complex pro- 
grams with proficient competence. 

Growing numbers of Afghan 
NGOs maintain close personal links 
to communities, patiently taking the 
time to establish rapport over count- 
less cups of tea. They coordinate 
regionally, introducing integrated 
rural development schemes with 
long-term objectives. 

They work in all sectors, includ- 
ing road repair, irrigation, agricul- 
ture, health and formal, non-formal 
and vocational education. However, 
before many of these projects 
can get underway, the countryside 
must first be cleared of mines. The 
Afghan de-mining programs, the 
world's largest, are carried out 
directly by local Afghan NGOs, 



together with UNOCHA. 

Because they are small, many 
local Afghan NGOs can afford to be 
creative. Amputees in Jalalabad in 
the eastern province of Nangarhar 
are taught to ride bicycles so they 
may attend schools and go to work. 
Other disabled in the Panjshir 
Valley, some 65 miles north of 
Kabul, are taught vocational trades 
such as welding, carpentry and 
shoe-making. At several centers 
throughout Afghanistan, young men 
who neglected formal education 
while fighting in the resistance are 
taught to repair bicycles, vehicles 
and radios. All these Afghan NGO 
programs help rebuild the economy 
while providing services for the 2.7 
million refugees who have returned 
from Pakistan and Iran to their towns 
and villages where the bazaars are 
rapidly coming back to life. 

Afghan NGOs are also active in 
eliciting local participation in 
projects. Social workers trained in 
Peshawar, Pakistan, have returned to 
their homes in the north and west 
where they encourage communities 
to identify local resources instead of 
depending entirely on outside assist- 
ance. In Kunar province, north of 
Jalalabad, local khans have donated 
land for schools built by local 
masons and staffed by volunteer 
teachers, many of whom received 
training with Afghan NGOs working 
among the refugees in Peshawar. 
International NGOs supply the books 
and other educational materials. 

In Logar province, south of 
Kabul, Afghan NGO engineers work 
with communities to erect flood- 
control structures to restrain spring 
floods which wash away farmland 
and deposit sand on fertile soil. South 
of Logar, at Shash Qala in Wardak 
province, an agricultural experimen- 
tal center which, among other things, 
rents tractors and threshers to farm- 
ers, also helps fill the information 
vacuum by producing simple text 
books on how to establish orchards, 
grow better wheat and combat plant 
diseases. These texts are particularly 
useful to Afghan NGOs like one in 
Andar, north of the Hindu Kush, 
which has distributed millions of 



saplings of improved varieties of 
apricots, walnuts, almonds, plums, 
and peaches in order to revive fruit 
and nut exports which were the 
mainstay of Afghanistan's export 
economy before the war. 

Further west, at Jaghori in 
Ghazni province, an Afghan NGO 
headed by an Afghan woman 
doctor has built a 200-bed hospital, 
equipped it with contributions from 
an international NGO and staffed it 
with men and women trained at her 
clinic in Quetta, capital of Pakistan's 
Baluchistan province. Women health 
care professionals also staff mobile 
mother-child clinics from their base 
near Jalalabad. And in Laghman, 
north-west of Jalalabad, women 
living in high mountain valleys 
are learning how to keep bees and 
poultry as well as how to better care 
for goats and sheep. These women 
pass on one-third of the new-born 
chicks, kids and lambs to other 
women to keep the project going. 

Various Afghan NGOs have 
established animal husbandry 
projects throughout almost every 
province. In addition to widespread 
vaccination programs, attention is 
also given to introducing improved 
breeds and setting up micro-dairies. 
The scope of Afghan NGO activities 
is imaginative and endless, and 
Afghan field workers periodically 
hold regional conferences to share 
ideas and overall objectives. 

Ongoing political instability means 
the present central government 
cannot provide purposeful direction 
for reconstruction strategies. Local 
Afghan NGOs now carry this 
responsibility. When peace returns, 
what will be their role? Future 
Afghan governments would be wise 
to capitalize on the ever-growing 
experience of local NGOs, if they 
wish to see the evolution of an 
infrastructure that truly serves all 
of Afghanistan's diverse and, in 
many cases, severely traumatized 
communities. 

Nancy Hatch Dupree 

Agency Coordinating Body 
for Afghan Relief 
(ACBAR) 

in- 1994, Refugees 21 
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SOCIETY FOR PRESERVATION OF 

SPACH was formed in 

response to a growing awareness of 
the plight of the cultural heritage of 
Afghanistan, and the evident impact 
of years of conflict on collections, 
historic sites, buildings and 
documentation. Physical destruction 
is only part of the damage that has 
been wrought on Afghan society. 
There is an urgent need to restore a 
sense of pride in the rich history of 
the country and its' people, and to 
restore a collective responsibility for 
the preservation of that which 
survives. In addition to recent damage 
to inflicted on the Kabul Museum, 
and the disappearance of a significant 
part of the important collection 
(spanning some 50,000 years of 
history), many other relics of the rich 
history of Afghanistan are at risk. 
Valuable monuments are crumbling 
for lack of maintenance; new 
discoveries of historic material are 
going unreported or being illegally 
excavated; existing collections of 
objects and archives are vulnerable; 
documentation is being destroyed. If 
allowed to continue unchecked, an 
important part of the history of the 
civilization of the region will be lost or 
dispersed without trace. 
The principle aims of SPACH are: 

i. to raise the general awareness, 
within the country and abroad, of 
the richness of Afghanistan's 
cultural heritage. 

ii. to support the formation of a 
network of those committed to the 
preservation of this heritage. 

iii. to develop and implement 
appropriate measures to halt the 
destruction or loss of materials 
representative of the rich history of 
Afghanistan and its people. 

In order to achieve these aims, 
SPACH proposes to support a range 
of initiatives, including: 

iv. the dissemination of information 
about the state of the cultural 
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The September 1994 issue of the NEWSLETTER 
of the Archaeological Institute of America 
carried the following: 

Afghanistan: The Looting Continues 

In November 1993, rockets hit the National Museum in Kabul, 
the Afghan capital, smashing the roof, top floor, and most of the 
doors and windows. The pottery collection was destroyed, and 
looters plundered the National Museum's collections, despite 
the efforts of UNESCO and the United Nationals Office for the 1 
Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance of Afghanistan to 
repair the building to deter further damage. To prevent further 
pillaging, UNESCO's director general, Frederico Mayor, has 
issued the following plea: "I appeal to all those handling or 
acquiring objects which may have come from Afghanistan to 
scrupulously respect the interests of the Afghan people by 
avoiding the acquisitions of objects which have been stolen 
from them." An inventory of the Kabul Museum exists and 
descriptions of the objects have been published in many reviews 
and books. Anyone offered a cultural artifact that might come 
from Afghanistan should contact the International Standards 
Section, Division of Physical Heritage, UNESCO, 1 rueMiollis, 
75732 Paris Cedex 15, France, FAX: (33-1) 42 73 01 78. 

The October issue of the WAHDAT NEWS BULLETIN 
carried Frederico Mayor's letter in toto. 
Here's the beginning of it: ~" "~ 

I wish to draw your attention to the desperate situation of 
the Afghan cultural heritage as a whole and of the Afghan 
museum collections in particular. 

War and pillaging have been devastating this unique 
heritage since 1980. The National Museum of Kabul, 
which was hit by several rockets has been plundered and 
the museum in Jellalabad was ransacked prior to its 
destruction. Many well-known Afghan artifacts have 
already appeared on the international art market and many 
more are expected to appear in the future. There is 
evidence that the international art market may be profiting 
from this illicit traffic. 

To give but one recent example: During illicit excavations 
at Mir Zakah, an exceptional hoard of some 35,000 gold 
and silver coins was uncovered. UNESCO has been 
informed that the majority of the gold coins, which are in a 
better state of conservation than the silver ones, have 
already been sold to private collectors. 
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heritage of Afghanistan to 
institutions and individuals 
committed to its preservation. This 
might involve: 

• assessments, where possible, of 
the the state of surviving 
historic sites, collections of 
objects, buildings and 
documentation within the 
country. 



scholarship related to the 
cutural heritage of Afghanistan. 

v. support to exhibitions and 
similar initiatives aimed at raising 
awareness about the plight of the 
cultural heritage of Afghanistan. 

For more information contact Juliette van 
Krieken, c/o ARIC, P.O.Box 1084, 
University Town, Peshawar. 
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NEWS ITEM - from Sajia Kamrany: 

"On September 23, 1994, Sajia Kamrany, 
producer/director of weekly Afghani- 
stan TV show, organized a concert 
commemorating the 1st anniversary 
of Afghanistan TV in Los Angeles. 
Four Afghan artists (Kadir Shipari, 
Wahid Wafa, Waheed Omaid & Sueleman) , 
one Iranian artist (Ms. Leila Flowur) 
& one Indian artist (Ms. Chanda) , 
accompanied by Afghan & Iranian 
bands, put up a ravishing performance. 
Some 1,500 showed up. However, 1,000 
fake tickets were sold & distributed 
causing the concert to close down 
one hour prior to its closing time." 




SWITCHING SIDES: THE INSIDE STORY 

In a recent column you mentioned the problem of crossing 
borders between two countries that drive on opposite sides of the 
road [August 12]. I too have wondered about this. At first I 
thought there were no such borders since the only countries that 
drive on the left are island nations such as the UK, Ireland, and 
Japan. But then I found out that's not true— many continental 
nations formerly ruled by Britain, such as India, still drive on 
the left. But I found the answer in the enclosed article from the 
Internet. —Robert Teeter, San Jose, California 

Cecil didn't answer this question when it first came up be- 
cause he thought it was too dumb, and while he appreciates 
Kobert Teeters efforts, on reading the enclosed article he's 

S t ? di f,° Ver ^ ix was t0 ° dumb - I Quote from 
Which side of the road do they drive on in . . . ? » available 
via ftp (Netters know what I'm talking about, and everybody 
else can rest assured they're not missing much) from 

ftp.cc.umanitoba.ca/rec-travel/general/drive_which_side- 
"BORDER CROSSINGS. . . . This is not such a great 

puzzle as it might seem. Here are a few stories from people 

who have accomplished this mystifying feat. 
"'It was not a problem at the only border I have been to like 

this (Zaire to Uganda). The traffic was slow and there was 

very little of it. There was just a sign reminding you to swap 

sides. 

"The border crossing from China (where they drive on 
the right) to Pakistan (where they drive on the left) merely 
has a sign at the side of the road that says "Entering Pakistan 
Drive Left" and for those going the other way "Entering 
China, Drive Right."' 

"'Usually you don't drive straight through a border post. 
The only place I've crossed a land border where the side of 
the road for driving changes is between Afghanistan and Pak- 
istan. We drove into a car park (using the right hand side) and 
after the border formalities, drove out using the left hand 

SlQc. 

So there you have it: they put up a sign telling you to 
change sides. Who would have thought it? Me, for starters 
But for those who found this a real stumper, I'm glad we got 
things cleared up at last. 

I Section I Chicago READER — September 23. 1994 CECIL ADAMS 
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Jeff Bronkey 

Rangers pitcher is the first major-league 
player born in Afghanistan . . . called up last 
week when Nolan Ryan was placed on the disa- 
bled list . . . originally signed by the Twins orga- 
nization in 1986 . . . college: Oklahoma State 

. . . raised in Klamath Falls, Ore bats 

throws right ... is 27 years old, 6-3. 2 1 5." 
Year := \.. ' v ' -W-L .IP. H 
^1993 '0-0 5.2 - 4 

Minors * 17-33 '. 436 439 




BB v SO ERA 

1- - 3 .'. ' 1.59 
; 261 282^ , 448 
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From an article by Bill Keller |- 
"In Mozambique & Other Lands, 
Children Fight the Wars." 

NYT 11/9 • - 

In Sudan and Liberia, Angola and 
Rwanda, Afghanistan, Cambodia 
and the Middle East, child soldiers 
are a repellent commonplace of war- 
fare, said Samir Basta, director of 
the Geneva office of the United Na- 
tions Children's Fund. The fund is 
one of several organizations that has 
seized on the issue with fervor, 
though with little hope of curtailing 
the practice. 

Children, it turns out, make good 
killers. They learn fast, they work 
cheap, and their sense of right and 
wrong has not outgrown their yearn- 
ing to be accepted by whatever liber- 
ation group or guerrilla army has 
become their surrogate family. 

In some cases, children go to war 
out of desperation, because in a bat- 
tle-starved economy it is the only 
way to get food and clothing and 
occasional provisions to send home 
to the family. * • * 




above A young guerrilla guarded 
a street for his faction in Kabul, 
the capital of Afghanistan. 
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Ancient Civilizations from Scythia to Siberia 

An International Journal of Comparative Studies 
in History and Archaeology 

Editorial Board: 
G. Bongard-Levin (Moscow) 
Yu. Vinogradov (Moscow) 
S. Shkunaev (Moscow) 
M. Treister (Moscow) 
D. Braund (Exeter) 
L Klochkov (Moscow) 




Ancient Civilizations from Scythia to 
Siberia includes scholarly articles in the 
disciplines of history, intercultural 
history, comparative history, archaeology, 
numismatics, epigraphy, papyrology 
and the history of material culture. 
Particular emphasis will be given to 
the Black Sea area, the Caucasus, Asia 
Minor, Siberia and Central Asia, and 
the littoral of the Indian Ocean. 
The journal also contains book reviews, 
review and survey articles, annotated 
classified bibliographies of relevant 
publications, notes and news of work 
in progress, of congresses, and of 
persons. 



Ancient Civilizations from Scythia 
to Siberia, Vol. i 

1994- 3 issues per year, (approx. 384 

pages per volume ) 

Individuals: NLG 120.— /USI 68.75 

Introductory rate for individuals: 
NLG I OS. — 1 si 61.75 
Institutions: nlg 190. — /us$ 108.75 
Introductory rat. u>r in iijtutior.; . 
ni.g 142.5c I'ss Si .50 
Postage and packing: 
nlg i6.5o/us« 9.50 



EVENTS. . .Cont. from p. 1. 

The INDO-MONGOLIAN SOCIETY scheduled two 
programs at New York University's 
Hagop Kevorkian Center for Near 
Eastern Studies, 50 Washington 
Square South, New York City. 

Friday, November 11 at 6:30 p.m., 
Whitney Azoy spoke on "Buzkashi: 
Game & all too apt metaphor in 
Afghanistan." The lecture was 
preceded by a performance of 
Afghan music by Larry Porter 
& Raouf Sarwari. 

Friday, November 18, 
same time, same place, 
Jonathan Maslow will 
talk about "Sacred 
Horses, The Akhal- 
Tekes of Turkmenistan." 
He will accompany 
his presentation with 
slides & videotape. 
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Islamic Law and Society 
Edited by 
B. Johansen 

(Freie Universitat, Berlin), 
A. Layish 

(Hebrew University, Jerusalem), 
H.Lutfi 

(American University in Cairo), 
D.S. Powers 

(Cornell University, Ithaca, NY) 

Islamic Law and Society aims to provide 
a forum for research in the field of 
classical and modern Islamic law, in 
Muslim and non-Muslim countries. 
It appeals to historians, scholars 
concerned with Islamic and comparative 
law, social scientists, and Arabists 
and Islamicists interested in legal 
and social matters. 
Islamic Law and Society encourages 
discussion on all branches of Islamic 
law, with a view to promoting an 
understanding of Islamic law, in 
both theory and practice, from its 
emergence until modern times and 
from juridical, historical and 
social-scientific perspectives. 
Islamic Law and Society offers a 
substantial book review section, 
containing critical reviews and review 
articles. Other regular features are 
state-of-the-art review articles on 
Islamic-language publications, 
information on recent legislation in 
the Muslim world, in translation as 
well as the original language, editions 
and translations of short texts, and 
studies of significant fatdwa on 
current issues. 

Each third issue of Islamic Law and 

Society is a thematic issue. 

The following themes are in preparation: 

(1994) Women, Gender, and the 

Court in Muslim Society. 

(!995) Idealism and Realism in Islamic 

Law. 

(1996) Inquisitional Procedures in 
Legal Systems around the Mediterranean. 

• Islamic Law and Society, Vol. 1 

• 1994. 3 issues per year. 
(approx. 432 pages per volume) 

• Individuals: nlg 98.— /us$ 56.— 

• Introductory rate for individuals: 

NU, SS.25/USS 50.S0 v.m— ^ 

• Institutions: 

NLG 220. — /US$ I25.75 

• Introductory rate 
for institutions: 
sic; 165 — rs$ 1,4.50 

• Postage and packing: 
NLG I6.50/USI 9.50 
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1 To the Editor: 



THE AFGHANS REFUGEES SITUATION 

Since the occupation of Afghanistan by Soviet Union in 1979 almost five million Afghans 
led the country and migrated to Pakistan, Iran and western countries. They took with 
hem whatever they possess. They lived in very inhumane conditions in both countries 
Iran and Pakistan. The United Nation and the friendly countries and "NGO" Doured 
money food, clothes, medicine to help the Afghan rfugees, but most of the help went in 
the pockets of Pakistanis and Iranian governments. In the last fifteen years thousands 
upon thousands of Afghans lost their life in Pakistan and Iran. By all kinds of false 
accusations and prejudice, arbitrary arrests and presecution took placed, and they were 
executed without trial or disappeared forever. Recently the Iranian government officTa Is 
committed the crime -- the genocide and taking Afghan refugees to Labor camps for 
forced labour and their survival is in doubt and the same situation prevailing in Pakistan 
and arbitrary arrest, by Pakistanis corrupted police officials continues all over Pakistan. 

The UN duty to prevent this genocide as the general assembly of the UN in 1951 
declared genocide as a crime under the international law, whether committed in time~ol 
peace or war. Genocide is the mistreatment or extermination of national or religious 
FTF-f" , G ,_ enoc,de committed by organized groups usually governments rather than 
ind,v,dual throughout history, there have been persecution and atrocities whTct ca be 
described as a case of genocide. During World War II the German practiced genocide - 
- theykilled about 6 million European Jews. The Russian persecuted Jews during the 
ate 1800 were an example of genocide. Now the Iranian and Pakistanis doing the same 
type of genocide on Afghan refugees in their respected countries. 

The UNHCR's duty is to protect and assist refugees around the world, emergency 
assistance to resettling refugees in new countries, seek to find permanent solution to 
refugees problems. The UNHCR provides international protection and humanitarian aid 
to refugees. Assist to protect voluntary repatriation or assimulation, promates admission 
of refugees into countries and works to obtain permission for refugees to transfer their 
assets, especially those necessary for resettlement. 

The UN and the free world witnessed the inhumane attitude of Iranian Regime to ward 
the Afghan refugees in the province of MASH-HAD-ZABUL and TEHRAN. They arbitrarily 
filSSS' r T aSS , de Pp. rtation and executed many Afghans in Iran and Pakistan. The 

k«™ ■h-J'? 1? N ?, wDelhi ' ,ndia ' such as Ms - Soni - Mr - Ra J" iv . Mrs. Shivada and 
Kapoor attrtude and handling an Afghan girl by the name of Ajlal is inhumane and an 

«nH°r!;fch 0 H a h 0n , 0f th( L h T, a , n rightS> the ,ocal staffs of the UNHCR kicked her, beat her 
ana pushed her from the UN office. The girl was so desperate and burned herself to 
death in front of UNHCR office in New Delhi. While she was on fire and the local staff 

MMuo e o h .% ml!^ dled ,n humane ' de 9 radin 9. that which could be pleasure for 
UNHCR staff (Delhi Office). The Article 5 of the human right declaration says: no one 
shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment or punishment 
The lodjan, Iranian and Pakistanis treatment of Afghan innocent refugees is violation of 
the above article of the human rights. Article 9 says: No one shall be subjected to 
arbitrary arrest, detention or exile. Now the Pakistanies, the Iranians arrested hundreds 
upon hundreds of Afhan refugees, and confiscated their possessions and expelled them 

! F nH ic1In°^ tr ll S - Srr^ State , S: Everyone has the ri 9 ht t0 freedom of movement 
and residence within the borders of each state. 

Most of the Afghan refugees confined to their residence in Iran, otherwise they will be 
arrested, tortured and expelled from Iran and Pakistan so, universally accepted human 
rights were violated by these two countries. The Iranian authorities forced labour on 

Hill 1*1 ^ ,r \ th 3 ei 1 rb0rder town of MASH-HAD. They lack fair and safe conditions 
in the Iranians,, and Pakistanis labour camps. 
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The (ILO) recognized that labour is not a commodity and affirms that all human rights 
irrespective of race , creed or sex have the rights to pursue both their material well being 
and their spiritual development in conditions of freedom and dignity, economic -- security 
and equal opportunity. The implementation of (ILO) declaration obviously violated by the 
Iranian and Pakistani governments officials regarding the Afghan refugees forced labour 
and economic security. 

Other links between refugee problems and human rights include abuses that occur in 
countries of asylum which creat complex problems. Human rights stating that: everyone 
has the rights to seek and enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution. The UNHCR 
is responsible for protecting and sheparding assistance to refugees. What about the right 
to adeouate food . The 1974 world food. The 1974 world food conference recongnized 
that inalienable right of all men, women and children to be free from hunger and 
malnutrition in order to develop fully and maintain their physical mental faculties and in 
1983 the general assembly reaffirmed the right to food was a universal human rights and 
that food should not be used as an instrument of political pressure. 

We have seen and witnessed that UNHCR pressured the Afghan refugee to return to their 
war torned country and still 30 million mines planted all over the country also the civil war 
killed ten thousand innocent people since January 1994 and destroyed the beautiful 
ancient capital "Kabul" and forced another one million people to fled to Jalal Abad . We, 
Afghans, earnestly requesting the secretary General of the United Nations, International 
Court of Justice, Amnesty International, The UN Commission on human rights and the 
Afghan Refugee Union to investigated thoroughly these atrocities, in human degrading 
treatment of the Afghan refugees in Iran, Pakistan, and India and stop once for ever this 
cruel barbaric act and violations of human rights. Also, help the one million internal 
refugees in Jalal abad and other cities of Afghanistan. 



Thank you, Kabuli 



\ 




>u, Kabuli / ) 




Afghan factions told 
not to kill journalists 

LONDON— The BBC World 
Service, stunned by the murder 
of its top Afghanistan correspon- 
dent, appealed Wednesday to the 
country's rival warlords not to 
kill reporters. 

"We don't have our own guns 
to go out and take revenge. We 
only have our limited moral au- 
thority ... and the weapon of 
publicity," Bob Jobbins, the 
World Service's editor, told re- 
porters in London. 

Mirwais Jalil, 25, the BBC's 
best-known correspondent in 
Afghanistan, was abducted at 
gunpoint and murdered two 
weeks ago after a tense interview 
with Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, the 
country's renegade prime 
minister. 

Jobbins said senior editor 
Nick Nugent was traveling to 
Kabul, the besieged Afghan cap- 
ital, to deliver letters to President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani and his, 
main rival for power, Hekma- 
tyar, and other faction leaders in 
hopes of gaining 
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AFGHAN WOMAN SETS HERSELF ABLAZE 

An Afghan woman died after setting fire to herself in 
front of the office of the United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees in New Delhi on Monday. Her 
suicide astonished UNHCR staff. 

VOA correspondent, Lee Desmond, said the reason for 
her action was not known. Some Afghans living in New 
Delhi have interpreted it as a protest against the UNHCR, 
aimed at drawing the attention of concerned officials to 
the problems being faced by Afghan refugees in India. 

According to estimates by UN officials, there are at least 
24,000 Afghan refugees in India. They have formed an 
organization, and have staged several demonstrations in 
front of the UN office in protest over the decision to cut 
the amount of stipend received by them. 

Rajiv Kapoor, Deputy Chief of the UNHCR at New 
Delhi, said the cases of refugees who had arrived before 
1992 were reviewed by his office last year. At least five 
out of 15,000 cases were found where assistance was no 
longer required because the refugees were receiving 
income from other sources. They continue to receive 
medical aid and assistance with school fees. 



However, a spokesman of the autonomous organization, 
South Asian Human Rights Documentation Centre, Ravi 
Nayyar did not agree with Mr Kapoor's findings. He 
said surveys carried out by his centre showed that the 
UNHCR was dragging its foot in performing its duties as 
a relief organization, and seemed to be more concerned 
with pleasing the Indian government. 

Mr Nayyar said the UN was forcing the refugees into the 
position of either being compelled to return to 
Afghanistan or seeking refuge in other countries, even by 
illegal means. 

Wahdat News Bulletin, Vol.2 No. 13 ^ October 1994 



Ettela'at (International Persian Daily), 12/10/94 
TEHRAN (IRNA) - Foreign Minister, Ali Akbar Velayati 
told visiting Governor of Western Afghanistan, Ismail 
Khan, here Monday, that Iran is ready to help the Afghan 
nation to solve their problems. "Tehran is deeply 
concerned about the on-going civil war and continued 
clashes in Afghanistan," Velayati said. 

Ismail Khan thanked Iran for its ceaseless efforts in ending 
fratricide in Afghanistan and urged the Islami Republic to 
continue its peace efforts. 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS BEWEH75 



THE IRANIAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS (published by the Inst, for Political 
& International Studies (IPIS), Tehran. Vol. VI, Nos, 1 & 2, Spring /Summer 1994. 
ISSN 1016-6130. Subscription: $30/year. 

Arriving intermittently from Iran, this glossily produced English language journal, 
published under the aegis of the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, is carefully 
organized to appeal to specialists and students of Iran. In this respect, the 
chronology, the review of books published in Persian, and the reports and positions 
sections are very useful. The articles themselves, written by Iranians and 
others, generally result from conferences sponsored by the IPIS and concentrate 
on Iran's relations with world regions and individual countries. In this issue, 
Africa receives special attention. Entries in the extensive set of indices, 
while useful, lack dates or volume numbers for where the references may be found. 
Nor is there a contributor identifying page. 

Noteworthy for those interested in Afghanistan is the virtual absence of mention 
of Iran f s large neighbor to the east. In imitation of the days of monarchy, this 
important Tehran publication appears to be unconcerned with the raging civil war 
next door while it devotes space to all other neighbors, especially those in 
former Soviet Central Asia. The two references to Afghanistan are related to 
the 3,776 Afghan nationals held in Iranian prisons (p. 355), and the low level 
discussions with Tashkent on the maintenance of Afghan territorial integrity 
(p. 360). Afghanistan and Afghans appear to have slipped over the political 
horizon for Tehran as perhaps for other places. Yet without peace in Afghanistan, 
the much desired trade with Central Asia that both Iran and Pakistan wish to pro- 
mote will remain stymied for lack of cheap and effective land access. Perhaps 
the Iranian counterparts to other foreign affairs structures are as baffled by 
an Afghan solution as any other. Nonetheless, Tehran as much as any of Afghani- 
stan's neighbors needs to grapple with this problem, for it will not go away 
without active regional involvement. 

The publication is available from the following address: 

IJIA - Subscription Dept. 

Publishing House 

Shahid Bahonar Ave. 

Shahid Aghaii Street 

P.O. Box 15875/6353 

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 

Eden Naby 
Brimfield, MA 



THE SOLDIERS' STORY: SOVIET VETERANS REMEMBER THE AFGHAN WAR by Anna Heinamaa, 
Maija Leppanen & Yuri Yurchenko, trans, by A.D. Haun, Berkeley, Int'l & Area 
Studies, Research Series // 90, 1994. 131 pp., paper, $12.50. ISBN 0-87725-190-8. 

THE SOLDIERS' STORY is a collection of 12 first-hand accounts from participants 
in the Afghan War. Interviewed in 1990-91, the veterans, then between 25 & 30 
years old and from various parts of the former Soviet Union, are given free reign, 
and their memories range widely: from daily army life to treacherous battles in 
the mountains where soldiers froze to death; from drugs to desperation. 
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By 1979, the Soviet Union's interest in Afghanistan had led to a treaty of 
friendship and assistance and nearly 8,000 Soviet civilian and military advisers 
were officially in the country. In April 1978, Marxists took over Kabul ( the 
Saur Revolution) , and in support of "international socialism 11 the Soviet Union 
invaded Afghanistan in 1979. With the regular Afghan army, it waged war against 
Muslim guerrillas until 1988. 

One thread runs clearly through the accounts of the veterans in this book: 
confusion. Many of the young recruits had no idea why they had been sent 
to Afghanistan. They found themselves in a hot, unfamiliar land, cut off 
from news from home and unclear about their purpose. Officers - called "jackals 11 
by their men - were corrupt and cruel, interested only in grabbing what material 
goods they could. Even weapons were bought and sold. Indeed, there was an over- 
abundance of weapons, while there were food shortages on combat missions and shoes 
had to be bought or stolen when supplies ran out. Business transactions thrived 
with the local people. Poorly equipped and inadequately trained soldiers 
suffered frostbite in the mountains and had to have limbs amputated. Brutality 
and needless cruelty were evident not only between enemies, but also within 
the Soviet army itself. Drug use was widespread (drugs were bartered for food 
and clothing) , and self-inflicted wounds were a common means to get out of the 
army. 

By 1988 it was clear that the Afghan war, fought largely in the mountains 
familiar to the guerrillas but not their opponents, had inflicted far heavier 
losses on the Soviet Union than it had anticipated. Mikhail Gorbachev announced 
a withdrawal; the last troops left in February 1989. While official figures 
listed some 13,000 dead and 35,000 wounded, unofficial estimates of those killed 
in action ran as high as 100,000. In THE SOLDIERS' STORY those who participated 
offer a fascinating glimpse into what really went on. 

Copies of the book are available from 

IAS Publications Office 
2223 Fulton St., Room! 338 
Univ. of California 
Berkeley, CA 94720 

In the US, add $3 for the 1st book, plus $1 for each additional volume. Orders 
under $30 must be prepaid (checks payable to UC Regents) & CA residents must add 
sales tax. 

David Szanton 
Berkeley, CA 



The Rise of the Indo- Afghan ( 
Empire, c. 1710-1780 

Jos J.L. Gommans 

The Rise of The Indo- Afghan Empire, 
c. 1710-1780 deals with the 
/magnificent ^world of Afghan nomads, 
^fse-dealers and mercenaries 
bridging the frontiers between the 
old metropolitan centres of India, 
Iran and Central Asia. During the 
eighteenth century they succeeded 
in establishing a vigorous new 
system of Indo-Afghan states. 
In Central Asia, the Afghans 



created an imperial tradition on the 
basis of long-standing Perso-Islamic 
ideals. In India, along the caravan 
routes with Turkistan and Tibet, 
they carved out thriving principalities 
in association with military service 
and the breeding and trade in 
war-horses. By fully incorporating 
this Afghan ascendancy into the 
fabric of Islamic and world history 
the author challenges the widely 
held notion of a gloomy Afghan past. 

Readership: All those of graduate 
level and above interested in Islamic 
and Asian history, culture, economy, 
anthropology and political theory. 



Jos J.L. Gommans, Ph.D. (1993), 
University of Leiden, teaches 
Indian history at the Kern Institute 
of the University of Leiden. 

• October 1994. (approx. 228 pages, 
10 maps, frontisp.) 

• Brill's Indological Library, 8 

• isbn 90 04 10109 8 

• Cloth with dustjackct 

NLG II5-— /USS 65.75 

E j BKl LL 

24 Hudson Street 
Kinderhook, NY 12 106, U.S.A. 
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Islamic Desk Reference 

Compiled from 

The Encyclopaedia of Islam 

E. van Donzel 

The growing demand for concise and 
factual information about the history 
and culture of Islam has now been met 
with the Islamic Desk Reference. 
This handy one-volume work contains 
a condensation of the subject-matter 
of The Encyclopaedia of Islam, the most 
prestigious and valuable reference work 
for Islamic studies published this century. 
In a brief, orderly and intelligible form the 
Islamic Desk Reference provides thus a 
unique and valuable quick reference tool 
for those interested in the religion, the 
believers and the countries of the Islamic 
world. All entries in the Islamic Desk 
Reference are given in English. 
Thus, names of Arabic origin which in the 
West were corrupted to another spelling, 
e.g. Ibn Sina to Avicenna, al-Kuhl to 
alcohol, are found under the latter term. 
The Islamic Desk Reference contains maps, 
diagrams and genealogical tables for easy 
reference, and illustrations. 

• 1994- (approx. viii, 472 pages, approx. 8 coi. 
illus., 28 maps) 

• isbn 90 04 09738 4 

• Cloth with dustjacket 
NLG 125. — /USS 71.50 

This & the 
journals 
mentioned 
on pps. 31 
& 32 are 
available 
from E.J. 
Brill, 24 
Hudson St. , 
Kinderhook, 
NY 12106. 





From PART III of the 15th REPORT OF THE 
AGRICULTURAL SURVEY OF AFGHANISTAN, 
"Farming Systems of Mehterlam, Laghman 
Province, July 1992," issued by the 
Swedish Committee for Afghanistan: 

Laghman province is located between 69° 8' - 70° 7'E and 34° V - 35° 
6'N in the eastern part of Afghanistan bordering Ningrahar, Kunar, 
Badakhshan, Kapisa and Kabul provinces. The province comprises an area 
of 7,227 square kilometers 1 . 

Geographically Laghman is divided to the mountains in the north and to 
the plains in the main valley. The plains with fertile land and progressive 
agriculture cover the area south of Alingar, Alishing and parts of Mehter- 
lam and Qarghai district including Kas Aziz Khan. To the north, the 
terrain is rough and the area is quite different agriculturally and socially 
from the Dlains south of the province. 

The Laghman plains are relatively densely populated areas. According to 
the 1979 official census, the population of the province was 310,750, 
but 1990 UN estimates put the number at 380,000. Of this number 
300,000 are at home and the rest are refugees. Mehterlam district has a 
population of over 100,000 of which one-fifth are thought to be 
immigrants in Pakistan. 

Farmers need cash for purchasing inputs, leasing land, hiring labour as 
well as for marriages and deaths of close relatives. The sources of cash 
are: sales of farm products (most often of rice which is a lucrative crop) 
and animals (calves and sheep), lending money from moneylenders; rent- 
ing out land, and advance selling of their products. Though the Agricul- 
tural Bank has been officially functioning in Mehterlam city, no informa- 
tion exists on whether it has lent money to any farmer in recent years or 
not. 

The following dues are paid in kind by farmers beside official taxes: 
Ushur - a religious tax (one-tenth of the harvest is paid to jehadi comman- 
ders). 

Mirabbashi (the supervisor for distribution of water quota) receives from 
one-half to one-fourth of a seer of cereal grains for each jerib of irrigated 
land. 

Mulla (clergy or religious scholar who offers prayers and teaches the Holy 
Quran and religious literature to children at the village mosques) receives 
a seer from a kharwar (80 seers) of each cereal grains harvest. 

Pirfi (traditional leaders) also receive a certain amount of the harvest from 
their followers ( murids ). 

Local barbers receive one-half a seer of any cereal crop per head of a 
male member of a farming family. In addition to hair dressing they are 
involved in deaths, weddings, circumcision and other ceremonies. They 
also perform traditional surgery such as tooth extraction and blood let- 
ting. 

Carpenters and blacksmiths receive payments in each cropping season in 
kind. They manufacture and repair farming tools on a traditional 
permanent contract basis with the farmers. Each receives one seer of 
unmilled rice and half a seer of wheat per jerib of land. 

Peapers are responsible for reaping and conveying the bundles of 
threshed stacks. They generally receive one from every 20 stacks. 

Musalies are paid in kind for cleaning grain. 



CONSUMER NOTE: 

If you get to Paris try 
GALERIE AFGHANE 
31, Rue Descartes 
Paris 5eme France 
Tel: 44-07-01-53 



It sells Afghan & some Iranian 
goods. 
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9/3 - PT - The UN Special Mission to Af- 
ghanistan, led by Mehmood Mestiri, ended 
its second phase on a note of regret as 
it failed to gather Afghan factions 
around a single table for negotiations. 
The next attempt will begin in a few weeks 

9/6 - Frontier Post: 




- 9/6 - UN Daily : Highlights (DH/1723) - UN 
Sec'y Gen'l Boutros-Ghali began an official 
visit to Pakistan. His Special Representa- 
tive to Afghanistan, Mr. Mousouris, reported 
some progress with de-mining & humanitarian 
activities in Afghanistan, although shelling 
was interrupting activities in Kabul. 

9/8 - PT - Pakistan reopened its Embassy in 
Kabul. It was closed last February after 
being ransacked by demonstrators protesting 
Pakistan's shooting of 3 Afghan hijackers 
(see FORUM XXII, #2, p. 12). 

9/9 - News (Pakistan) - 




9/19 - PT - A cease-fire agreement 
was signed in Tajikistan (related 
articles on pp 10-13 ). 

- Heavy fighting continued in the 
southwestern part of Kabul. For 
the 1st time the fighting is between 
two Shia parties: Hizb-i-Wahdat & 
Harakat-i-Islami (see p. 8 ). 

9/20 - PT - Iran's Foreign Minister 
was pleased with the peace agree- 
ment in Tajikistan & called for an 
immediate cease-fire in Kabul. 

9/21 - Associated Press - In the week 
of fighting between th Shia parties 
in the western part of Kabul, over 
330 people have been killed & 1,1000 
wounded . 

9/22 - Muslim World Monitor - Rab- 
bani's forces lost Khenjan to Dostam 
(see p. 11 ) . 

9/25 - PT - Pakistan opened a consulate 
in Herat. 

9/27 - PT - Ten professors were killed 
when a rocket landed on Kabul Uni- 
versity. The university had recently 
reopened after being closed for two 
years. 

- Pakistan plans on building a road 
through Afghanistan to facilitate 
trade with Central Asia. Because of 
the fighting in Kabul, Pakistan will 
concentrate its efforts on roads 
from Kandahar through Herat, instead 
of the shorter route through Kabul. 
Pakistan hopes trade convoys can 
start operating next month (see 10/9). 

9/28 - PT - A missile hit 
the Pakistan Embassy in 
Kabul. 
- WSJ - 



At least 58 people were killed and 224 
others were wounded in rocket and mortar 
attacks on residential areas of Kabul, ac- 
cording to radio reports in the Afghan 
capital. The broadcast blamed factions op- 
posed to President Rabbani for the attacks. 
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9/29 - FT - Fighting continued near 
the Kabul University area. The Hezbe 
Wahdat vs. Harakat struggle has 
escalated. Hekmatyar's forces are 
supporting Wahdat while Rabbani's 
troops support Harakat. Some buildings 
dating back to Amanullah's time were 
destroyed in the Dashti Barchi area 
of Kabul (see 10/3). 
- Mestiri will begin his 3rd attempt 
to find a peaceful solution for Af- 
ghanistan. 

10/1 - FT - Mestiri told journalists 
in Quetta that the horrible state 
of affairs in Afghanistan will certainly 
cast shadows on Afghanistan's neighbors. 
He said there were 9 "war groups" in 
Afghanistan besides all the neutral 
leaders but he stressed the fact that 
all groups stood firmly for a united 
Afghanistan. His mission is to consult 
with all groups about the possibility 
of setting up an interim gov't, es- 
tablishing the security of Kabul & 
holding a Loya Jirga. 

10/3 - News (Pakistan) : 



10/7 - Muslim World Monitor 



At least 58 people were killed 
and 224 wounded in rocket and 
mortar attacks on Kabul on Sept. 27. 
Anti-government militias led by 



Abdul Rashid Dostum fired more 
than 100 rockets and mortar bombs 
on residential areas of the Afghan 
capital. More than 1 1,500 people 
have been killed since the 
Mujahideen took power after the 
collapse of the former Soviet-backed 
government in April 1992. The 



present round of fighting which has 
been concentrated on Kabul erupted 
on January 1. Much of the city lies 



In other fighting, rival Shiite 
factions began battling each other in 
mid-September. Hezb-e- Wahdat has 
been battling rival Shiites from 
Harakat-e-Islami, which has the sup- 
port of the government. An estimat- 
ed 400 people, mostly civilians, have 
been killed in the Shiite feud. 




10/9 - FT - The first convoy of trucks 
will leave Quetta for Turkmenistan 
via Kandahar, Lashkargah, Herat, Nok- 
hundi & Marai. The Pakistan Trade 
Commission, the project's sponsor, 
says the project will boost the hotel 
industry & tourism along the route & 
hopes the trade route will help pro- 
mote peace in Afghanistan (see 11/4) . 

10/12 - Newsday - During the past 15 
years, nearly 4 million Afghan child- 
ren died from malnutrition & 
disease. An official of the 
UN Children's Fund said most 
of the deaths could have been 
prevented by medicine, vac- 
cination or proper care. 
Diarrhea, measles & respiratory 
infections contribute to an 
estimated 265,000 deaths an- 
nually of children under 5. 

10/16 - FT - The Baluchistan 
Minister of Agriculture & 
Cooperatives wants the identity 

4£L 



10/5 - FT - The Red Cross warned that the civil war 
in Afghanistan was worsening & predicts large-scale 
human suffering in Kabul this winter. The organi- 
zation appealed for int'l intervention to secure 
the safety of civilians in Kabul. In the past 3 
weeks, fighting caused about 17,000 casualties. 
The ICRC is the only relief organization still 
operating in Kabul. 

10/6 - FT - Five rockets hit the Intercontinental 
Hotel. Rabbani has been holding bi-weekly cabinet 
meetings in the building. 
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cards of Afghan Mojahirs cancelled 
before a scheduled census is 
taken. He said that boycotting 
the census, as suggested by some 
Baluch leaders, would only hurt the 
province. He suggested postponing 
the census in the areas dominated 
by Afghans. (Bee jp.. 7.) 

10/18 - FT - In Jalalabad, Rabbani, 
Sayyaf, Khalis & Nabi agreed on a 
formula for elections. The plan 
calls for 30 representatives to be 
elected from each province who would 
meet to organize a shoora which 
would then appoint a new leader. 
The plan calls for the removal of 
all former communists from military 
posts, namely Dostam (see 10/20). 

10/20 - PT -Describing the agreement 
in this issue, the PT says it calls 
for 1 representative from each of 
30 provinces & 1 rep from each of 
the 9 parties. These "elected 11 reps 
would form a nat'l assembly which 
would then elect the next Afghan 
president. There was no comment 
from the opposition but 

10/22 - PT - fighting flared up in 
Kabul the day after Rabbani returned 
from Jalalabad and 

10/23 - WP - as a result of a rocket 
duel, 45 people, mostly civilians, 
died. 

10/31 - PT - Masood 
pledged his coopera- 
tion to the UN Peace 
Mission in its 
efforts to form an 
interim gov't. 
- Mestiri will meet 
tomorrow with Herat 
Gov. Ismael Khan. 
Mestiri has already met 
with Rabbani, Hekmatyar / 
& Dostam & says he has 
received "encouraging 
responses 11 to UN 
proposals . Neverthe- 
less 

11/1 - PT - heavy fight- 
ing, the first in about 
6 weeks, broke out 




in Eastern Kabul. 

11/3 - PT. - The Kabul Gov't began an 
arms sweep in Kabul. Even high-ranking 
officers took part. In one afternoon 
270 guns, mostly Russian AK-47s were 
confiscated in one section of Kabul. 
One used AK-47 goes for the equivalent 
of $100 in Kabul. Car hijackings & 
armed robberies are increasing, hence 
the heightened security checks. 

11/4 - United Press Int'l.- Report from 
ChamanJ "Hundreds of armed Afghan 
students, who blame mujahideen groups 
for plunging Afghanistan into civil war, 
captured Friday the eastern Afghan city 
of Kandahar. They also claimed cap- 
turing 8 airplanes, 3 helicopters & some 
heavy artillery." The students belong 
to Mullah Tulabat, a newly formed or- 
ganization which blames the mujahideen 
for the civil war. The students came to 
Kandahar after two mujahideen commanders 
captured the 1st trade caravan from 
Pakistan (see 10/9) . The 30 trucks were 
carrying medical supplies & food for 
distribution in Afghanistan, Turkmenistan 
& Uzbekistan. Many Afghans want the 
trade route to function as they hope it 
will bring prosperity to Afghanistan. 
The students, who captured Takhta Pul 
& Kandahar, are now marching to the 
village where the trade caravan is 
being kept. One of the commanders 
still controls that village. So far 
in the fighting 36 mujahideen & 17 
students were killed. 

11/7 - WSJ - 

The Afghan government has told a U.N. 
envoy that it accepts in principle his peace 
proposals, President Rabbani 's spokesman 
said. It wasn't clear if opposition leaders 
had approved the proposals. 

Tajikistan held its first presidential elec- 
tions, with voter turnout reported to be over 
90% in the Central Asian country. The 
election pitted acting head of state Rakh- 
monov against former Prime Minister Ab- 
dulladjanov. Voters also were casting bal- 
lots on a new constitution. 
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Salman Mahmood i 

talks to PML-N central 
information secretary 
Mushahid Hussainfor 
the Oppositwn's view of 
the government's role in 
the prevailing situation 
in Afghanistan 



The Nawaz Sharif government made 
a serious effort to end the civil war 
in Afghanistan by gathering all the 
Mujahideen factions in Islamabad and 
brokering an agreement which made 
Burhanuddin Rabbani President, 
Engineer Gulbadin Hikmatyar Prime 
Minister and Ahmad Shah Masud the 
Defence Minister. 

But with Dostum left out of the agree- 
ment and, reportedly, confusion in the 
text of the agreement over the defence 
ministry the settlement solved none of 
Afghanistan's problems as Hikmatyar 
and Rabbani continued attacking each 
other's positions. 

Later, when Afghan hijackers of a 
school bus were killed in Islamabad and 
Afghan mobs reacted by ransacking the 
Pakistan embassy in Kabul and Pakistan 
called back its staff, Opposition leader 
Mian Nawaz Sharif called the Pakistani 
government's move one of its greatest 
foreign policy blunders. 

Talking to The News On Friday, 
PML-N central information secretary 
Mushahid Hussain alleged that "the fail- 
ure of the government to pursue a 
broad Afghan policy and its incompe- 
tence'' were responsible for the present 
situation in the war-torn country. Mr 
Hussain, who is also one of the 
Opposition's foreign affairs specialists, 
made several suggestions for improve- 
ment. 



THENJWS 



Bad policies helped deflate 



with Afghanistan 



First, that the government should 
stop favouring any particular Afghan 
faction, second that it should reassure 
Rabbani and his defence minister 
Ahmad Shah Masud that Pakistan is . 
totally non-partisan and thirdly, ensure 
the involvement of Islamic countries 
including Iran, Saudi Arabia and ECO 
countries like Uzbekistan and Tajikistan 
in peace initiatives. 

He said the government had failed to 
play a non-partisan role in the Afghan 
crisis "and seems to be favouring 
Hikmatyar at the moment". According 
to him, with the government in 
Afghanistan under Rabbani's contro , 
Pakistan has made a mistake by playing 
favourites. 

He claimed that it was because of 
this policy that Pakistan's embassy in 
Kabul was ransacked for the first time. 
"All the respect Pakistan gained with 
years of effort in Afghanistan has been 
frittered away in the last eight or nine 
months, thanks to the indifference of 
Benazir Bhutto and her foreign minister 
Sardar Aseff Ahmad Ah," he added. He 
said that though the PPP criticised Gen 
Ziaul Haq for favouring specific Afghan 
factions, it was doing the same. 

Another factor in the complication of 

Pakistan-Afghanistan relations, said Mr 
Hussain, is "the stupid statement of 
Sardar Aseff Ahmad Ali on June 28 
which forced the Foreign Office to con- 
tradict the statement of its own foreign 
minister for the first time in history". 



7/22 



The PML-N information secretary 
quoted the foreign minister's statement 
as: "The Government of Afghanistan will 
cease to have any legitimacy after this 
date". Mushahid Hussain said this state- 
ment was construed in Afghanistan as 
direct interference in its internal affairs. 
" The Afghan Embassy in New Delhi and 
the Afghan Mission in New York protest- 
ed against this statement, saying that no 
country had the right to decide the 
legitimacy of its government". He said it 
was only a day after Sardar Aseff 's June 
28 statement that seven Pakistanis were 
killed in Afghanistan. 

The PML-N' s final objection to the 
PPP government's Afghan policy is that 
it has failed to "push and promote an 
Afghan settlement which was reached 
on March 1993 after hectic negotiations 
and efforts of the Nawaz Sharif govern- 
ment along with Saudi Arabia and Iran". 

According to him, although the 
Islamabad Accord concept was sound, 
internal disturbances and the ouster of 
Mian Nawaz's government in April saw 
the agreement fall out. "It was the first ' 
such accord managed by Pakistan and 
should have been followed up seriously 
by the new government," he added. 

He also criticised what he called the 
government's knee-jerk reactions to 
events in Afghanistan, and said that 
closing down Pakistan's embassy after 
it was ransacked was uncalled for. He 
also reiterated his party's stance that 
the Pakistani government's decision to 
demand compensation from the Afghan 
government for the damage to the 
embassy building was in bad taste. 




Brokering the Islamabad Accord: miles to go before we 
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Balochistan: a victim 
of the Afghan War 



/THE 



Majid Qazi reports 
on the effects of the 
Afghan war on 
Pakistan's border 
province of 
Balochistan, 
particularly its 
capital, Quetta 



perfiap 



> uetta — a small city, once 
I known for its cleanliness 
.and beautiful roads — is 
perHaps one of the worst suffer- 
ers of 14 years of the Afghan 
war, having seen the largest 
migration of people seeking 
refuge in a neighbouring coun- 
try after the Russian invasion 
and the guerilla war. 

This city of barely 100,000 
people was plunged into numer- 
ous civic problems when Afghan 
refugees started pouring in to 
share its economic potential, 
since the allowance in refugee 
camps was not enough for their 
requirements. Being unskilled in 
any trade or labour many 
refugees began illegally trading 
in weapons, ammunition and 
narcotics, introducing the 
Kalashnikov to Balochistan. 
In the begining, the Afghan 

mujahideen used to bring the . 
weapons stealthily across the 
Durand Line to sell to a limited 
market. As Pakistan's 'under- 
world' increasingly found the 
weapon to be reliable and effec- 
tive, smuggling across 
Kalashnikovs and selling them 
in the Punjab and Sindh became 
organised business patronised 
by influential people. 

Initially the Kalashnikov was 
a luxury only the rich could 
afford but gun runners soon 
made it affordable for every 
tribal family in Balochistan and 
for the criminal and militant 
organisations in other 
provinces. Tribal armies and 
criminals graduated to rocket 
launchers and anti-aircraft guns 
which, thanks to the Afghan war, 
were now cheaply available. 

Things deteriorated to the 
extent that weapons markets 
became as regular a feature as 
the "Juma Bazaar". Drug traf- 
ficking flourished alongside gun 
running and Balochistan's bor- 
ders with Afghanistan, and Iran, 



and its coastline emerged as 
part of a new and much more 
prosperous "Golden Triangle". 
The Chaghi district and the 
coast of Makran still top the 
notoriety list for drugs despite 
_all efforts by anU^muggling 

agencies in the area. j- 
When the anti-narcotics cam-j 

paigns gained momentum, drug! 
dons shifted their laboratories 
to the other side of the Durand 
Line. Now they manufacture 
heroin on Afghan soil and trans- ( 
port drugs to the West via 
Balochistan and the Arabian sea.' 
Traffickers have also developed 
markets within Pakistan, where 
drug addicts now number mil- 
lions. The business of preparing 
fake passports, national identity 
cards and visas also began to 
"flourish" in Quetta. 

Many once shelterless 
efugees are now millionaires, 
jruising about in the latest 
Pajeros and Land Cruisers and 
living in mansions in posh local- 
ities. They own property and 
dominate business. The rents 
and prices of land in Quetta 
increased from 600 to 1000 per 
cent within a decade because of 
the increasing purchasing power 
of the Afghan refugees. The 




tapward trend in the estate busi- 
ness continues, despite the par- 
tial repatriation of the refugees. 

The effect of all this on the 
slaw and order situation is illus- 
trated by the notorious case in 
ttfrich Mullah Salam Rocketi kid- 
iiiftpped the District 
Commissioner of Ziarat and his 
guard. Kidnappings, killings and 
car liftings in this province are 
often directly linked to 
Afghanistan or Afghan refugees. 
The criminals are either Afghan 
refugees or are harboured in 



Afghanistan. Stolen vehicles and 
kidnapped people are driven 



across tne Border to 
Afghanistan, which has become 
a haven for criminals. 

Even highways are not safe, 
the most dangerous being per- 
haps the Quetta-Chaman road. 
Vehicles are snatched and peo- 
ple killed in broad daylight; 
investigations are usually closed 
with the remarks that the cul- 
prits were Afghan refugees who 
managed to escape cross the 
border. 

The infighting in Kabul may 
eventuall y en d and peace 
restored to^SgTSaiustanrbut it is 
difficult to say when and how 
Quetta and other border areas 
of Balochistan will recover from 
effects of the Afghan war. 



Benazir reviews Afghan policy 



Benazir Bhutto, the Prime Minister 
of Pakistan, discussed with the former 
ISI chief, General Hamid Gul, 
Pakistan's relations with Afghanistan 
on February 27. 

Gen Hamid Gul presented his 
point of view on Pakistan's foreign pol- 
icy towards Afghanistan. 

Benazir turned to Hamid Gul for 
help after failure of the Gulbuddin- 
Dositum coup against the Islamic State. 

j Informed sources say that Benazir 
endbrsed the coup attempt after being 
assured by ISI that it would succeed in 
bringing a stable government to 
Afghanistan. ISI had told Benazir that 
sincje the gbvernment of President 
.Rabbani was dominated by Tajiks, 
Pushtuns, Uzbeks and Hazaras were 



ituns, 

feeing deprived. A 



joint attack by 



Dostum and Hezb which enjoyed the 
endorsement of Wahdat, it was be- 
lieved, \ M succeed in overthrowing 
President Rabbani and replacing it with 
a coalition government comprised of 
the "representatives" of Pushtuns, 
Uzbeks and Hazaras -- Gulbuddin, 
Dostum ancWMazari! 

Such a government, Benazir was 
persuaded, would be abb to guarantee 
the return of peace and stability in 
Afghanistan, thus paving the way for 
Pakistan's trade with Central Asian 
countries. 

When the coup failed, Benazir be- 
gan to' look for better people to inform 
her about the real situation in 
Afghanistan. She has turned towards 
Hamid Gul for advice. CSee p . <L6) 
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46 killed in fresh 
Kabul fighting 



THE 

PAKISTAN TIMES 



' IS1 AMABAD Sept. 17: Abdul Ali Mazhari in his 40s, ap- Pakistan based organisation call- 
AU«?46 ^persons have been pears to have expanded theirtern ; - ing themselves impartial on con- 
ki l ed and 280 injured in the tory in the latest fighting. One of vening Loya Jirga. 
he Ses? fighting inle south-west Harakafs former headquarters in Gulagha She™, rephed IM ab- 
ort h A lan capital, Kabul. The the south-west of Kabul is now mood Mestin was of he op,n,on 
L ma cSof the casualties are occupied bv Wahdat. The deputy that a Loya ^rga cons, 
c vtl, . For the first time the leader of Harakat, Syed Moham- segments of A^an society 
SI is between two Shia par- mad Ali Javed said that if the should be held. We also wam 
ci Afghanistan, Hizb-i-Wah- fighting continues, his part would holding of such ia Jjrga ^and UN 
dat and Harakat-i-Islami. But ask for assistance from their allies, should extend cooperation m this 
President Rabbani's forces are also Meanwhile, Leader of the UN regard. 

involved on the side of Hatakat. peace delegation for Afghanistan - To a questlon that what efforts 
According to BBC since the lat- Mahmood Mestiri, recently visited afe ma( j e Dy your Jehadi 

est and longest round of fighting Kandahar and met a number of sho(m for implementation of 
in Kabul broke out in January prominent leaders, Mujanideen Mahmood Mestiri's peace plan, 
between forces of President Pro- commanders and intellectuals or sherzai said members of 

lessor Rabbani and those of the the province. Jehadi ^hoon, Ulema, intellectu- 

eombincd opposition of Gulbadm In an interview with BBL, Uov- ^ ^ Qur citizens starte d 
1 lekmatvar and General Dostum, ernor of Kandahar JP/ovmce, Ou- efforts tQ fe • solidarity and unity 
the south-west of Kabul has es- lagha Sherzai said Mahmood Kandahar an d ge ar up the pro- 
caped the wounds of the conflict. Mestiri visited our province and admin i str ation We are 

It rsa predominantly Shia are held met Kandahar Jehad, i Shoora. The vh*»1 *J™J*£^£ e * v ! 
bv thJ two Shia parties, Hizb-i- Jehadi Shoora told him that our ^JfJ^^, 

Wahdat and £^ 1*^1^3 Sl-CTfaSfa 

Apart from the occasional Skir- enfevoun ^J cs ^^f of representation on population 

mish, they have never fought ma- security in ^ ^f- baaS/We want to make Kandahar 

jor ^.9^ ^^l^SST^oa an ideal for the rest of the country. 

bS. tn"^ few JtSn'IKS pWetTorts of deavo^ng to bring peac^and se 
month" The leader of Wahdat, Herat Conference and the three cunty m Afghamstan. -APP 




Kabul fighting 
claims 14 lives 



ISLAMABAD; Oct. 2 1 : At least 
1 4 people were "killed ahej ,30 
wounded in intensified factional 
fighting in Afghanistan's war-torn 
capital Kabul bh Friday, the Af- 
ghan Islamic Press (AIP) reported. 
AlP'said the fighting was the 



Defence Ministry announcement 
said an opposition combat plane 
was shot down near the govern- 
ment-controlled Bagram airbase 
north of Kabul. Its pilot, Asad 
Ullah, bailed out and was ar- 
rested. 



AIP said tne ngnung was uw tcmgu. o-vWnn the 

heaviest of the month. It flared up hi neighbouring- 



the dav after embattled President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani returned 
from fruitless peace talks in the 
eastern city of Jalalabad. 

Warplanes controlled by Rab- 
bani and the opposition-led Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar bombed each 
other's positions on the frontline 
and rocketed areas in the city con- 
trolled by the other. 
Several rockets hit the govem- 



opposition Hizbe Wahdat group 
claimed that its forces captured ,- 
the ^uthwesterif Kabul university 
and Deh Ma'zang areas which 
were the main battleground in 
Friday's fighting. 

But* independent confirmation ot 
the claim was not available in Ka- 
bul. * * 
: Meanwhile, authorities in Jala- 
labad set up new camp southwest 




Meeting with 
AssEwill help 
work out Afghan 
peace: Dostum 

' ASHAKABAD, Oct. . 28: Af- 
ghan leader. General Rasheed 
Dostum has said that his meeting 
with Pakistan's Foreign Minister 
Sardar Aseff Ali will help work 
out a solution to end hostilities in 
Afghanistan and establish peace 
there. 

Talking to newsmen at Hotel 
Ahai; Ashakabad, on Thursday 
-night, General Dostum pointed out 
Zthat war is going in Afghanistan 
land people were suffering lot of 
-problems. . „ 

: He said his proposal is that all 
"Afghan leaders, who also respect 
".Pakistan for its role in bringing 
'about a solution to Afghan prob- 
: fem, should take part in peace 
"talks to restore peace in Afghani- 
stan. 

•Gen. Dostum said that every 
lining can be. sorted out through 
-negotiations. 

To a question the Atghan leader 
said he have always supported the 
efforts made for ceasefire in At- 
|hanistan. He said his efforts has 
alwavs been for peace iri Afghani- 
stan but there are others who do 
not want peace there. 

He told a questioner that Paki- 
stan can play an important role in 
-this regard " and bring-' peace • to 
Afghanistan. He said President 
Rabbani had not been prepared to 
budge from his position but he 
was sure that he is now rea'dy to 
move ahead and this would help 
solve the problem". , 

Replving to a question Gen. 
Dostum said his struggle against 
Najib had been for bringing peace 
to Afghanistan. He still want 
peace and would meet any leader 
to bring about ceasefire in Af- 
ghanistan. 

To another question Mr. Dostum 
referred to Pakistan's proposal tor 
construction of a road upto Central 
Asia and assured that his area was 
fullv secure and safe for imple- 
mentation ofthispUw. —APP 



ment buildings complex and the 0 f the peaceful city for the thou 

diplomatic enclave. The fighting sa nds of residents who continue to 

died down in the afternoon, the flee the fighting in Kabul, 
agency said. 



Since the new round of fighting 
started on September 14, some 
2.000 families have joined the 
nearly 150,000 Kabul refugees 
already in Jalalabad, AIP said. 
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Afghan factions 
pre-requisite for peace: Benazir 



ISLAMABAD. Oct. 28: Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
Friday held separate meetings with Afghan leaders Gen. 
Muhammad Ismail and Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum at 
Ashakabad She told them that cooperation of all Afghan 
factions was prerequisite for restoration of peace in 
Afghanistan. This was stated by Secretary Foreign Affairs 
Najumuddin Sheikh while briefing newsmen at the 
Islamabad airport soon after his return from Turkmenistan 
here Friday. 

He said that separate meetings mote peace and reconciliation in 
lasting over 30 minutes with two their country 
Afghan leaders was held while Benazir Bhutto re-emphasismg 
attending an event of Turkmenis- the neutrality ot Pakistan m the 
tun independence dav celebra- current conflict in Alghanistan 
nons called lor urgent steps for restora- 

The Prime Minister, he said, told lion of peace in Afghanistan he 
the Afghan leaders that Pakistan said. She said that the rehabihta- 
was willing to mount all efforts lion and reconstruction needed to 
for restoration of peace in war- be started immediately in areas 
shattered Afghanistan. Without where there was no fighting and m 
the cooperation of all Afghan this context, stressed that the road 
factions it would be difficult to from Maaza-e-Sharif to Herat be 
ensure "a durable and implement- .repaired at the earliest, 
able peace in Afghanistan," she 1 )unng constructive exchange ot 
told Gen. Ismail and Gen. Abdul mow with Gen. Ismail Khan 
Rashid Dostum. While drawing a Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, he 
parallel to the present good rcla- said, reiterated Pakistan's corn- 
lions between USA and Russia niitment to the territorial integrity 
alter the end of cold war, she and sovereignty of Afghanistan 
stressed that all Afghan leaders while emphasising Pakistan's 
and groups had to work together strict neutrality in Alghanistan. 
within the framework of existing The establishment of Utility 
realities in. Afghanistan to pro- Stores in Kandhar and Herat, the 



.aving dow n of a railw ay line from 
Turkmenistan to Pakistan through 
1 lerut. the repairs of the existing 
nnids and their rehabilitation and 
the laving of gas pipeline from 
Turkmenistan to Pakistan were 
also discussed." 

lien. Ismail Khan expressed 
gratitude to Pakistan for its assis- 
tance extended to them throughout 
Afghan conflict, said Najumuddin 
Sheikh. I le welcomed and whole- 
heartedly supported the proposals 
made bv the Prime Minister that 
no Afghan leader could be "distant 
from Pakistan and were obligated 
to Pakistan for the historic role in 
the Afghan freedom struggle." The 
Foreign Secretary said that Ismail 
offered full cooperation for the 
implementation of the proposals 
made bv the Prime Minister for 
opening' Utility Stores and for 
developing facilities for trade and 
other exchanges between Pakistan 
and Central Asia . through Af- 
ghanistan. Ismail accepted Prime 
Minister's invitation to visit Paki- 
stan, he added. 

Najumuddin Sheikh replying to 
a question described the Prime 
Minister's meetings with Afghan 
leaders as a "step forward in 
efforts we have to make to bring 
peace in Afghanistan". He said it 



was to express Pakistan's concern 
about the situation in Afghanistan. 
Benazir Bhutto, he said, took the 
opportunity to meet the two Af- 
ghan leaders attending the inde- 
pendence day celebrations of 
Turkmenistan. She had been able 
to project to them the .importance 
of restoration of peace not only for 
Afghanistan but also for its neigh- 
bours. 

Najumuddin Sheikh said that 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
held a 45 minute discussion with 
President of Turkmenistan Sapar- 
murat Niyazov on Afghanistan 
situation at the Ashakabad airport 
before the impressive departure 
ceremonies. 

He said that both the leaders 
agreed to mount concerted efforts 
for bringing peace in Afghanistan. 
Both the countries agreed to 
cooperate for initiating trade 
between Pakistan and Central 
Asia by using transit facilities 
through Afghanistan. 

The Foreign Secretary, on PM's 
visit to Turkmenistan, said that 
during all discussions between the 
two sides the atmosphere was 
extremely friendly .and cordial and 
manifested the great importance 
attached to Pakistan by Turkmeni- 

stan — 'October 29,199* 




Masood assures 
ceasefire extension 



ISLAMABAD, Oct. 28: A cen- 
tral leader of Jamiat-e-Islami Af- 
ghanistan, Commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood, expressed his 
willingness to extend ceasefire as 
well as work out details about a 
suitable mechanism for transfer of 
power and convening of Loya 
Jirga to promote national recon- 
ciliation in Afghanistan. 

Masood, a military commander 
of the forces loyal to President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani, held out 
this assurance to the leader of the 
UN special mission to Afghani- 
stan, Ambassador Mahmoud 
Mestiri, during a meeting in his 
headquarter at Jabul Selaj near 
Bagram in Afghanistan on Friday. 

Sjxikesman of the special mis- 



sion Francis Okelo told PPI here 
Fridav < night that** Ambassador 
Mestiri paid a day-long visit tq 
labul Selaj for a meeting with 
Ahmad Shah Masood as part of 
his efforts to bring rapprochement 
and reconciliation in war-shattered 
Afghanistan through dialogue. ; * - 
Okelo said that Masood's atti- 
tude was very encouraging, posi- 
tive and forthcoming during dis- 
cussions with Mestiri on various 
proposals relating to settlement of 
the Afghan problem. 

He said that the Afghan com- 
mander also assured the leader of 
the special mission his full sup- 
port in his efforts aimed at pro- 
moting national reconciliation in 
Afghanistan. 



I le said that during the meeting 
a number of proposals including 
issue of ceasefire, transfer of 
power through setting up of a 
transitional government, conven- 
ing of Loya Jirga establishment of 
national security force in Afghan 
came under indepth discussion. 

Ambassador Mestiri was ac- 
companied by UN Secretary Gen- 
eral's special representative to 
Afghanistan and Pakistan Sotirios 
Mousouris and other members of 
the mission during the talks while 
Ahmad Shah Masood was as- 
sisted by his special advisor Dr. 
Abdur Rehman, president's spe- 
cial envoy Masood Khalili and 
other officials of the Afghan 
Foreign Ministry. 

Independent Afghan personali- 
ties including Samad Hamid, 
Professor Sattar Sirat, Sultan 
Ghazi and Dr. Muhammad 
Yousaf were also present during 
the meeting. 10/29 
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